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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, May 24, 2007
Cameron University recognizes McNair Scholars 
Associate Professor in the Department of Biology Carla Guthridge, Ph.D., and Cameron University McNair scholars were recognized at the McNair Banquet held recently. 

Philip Silverman, Ph.D., who is a member of the Molecular, Cell and Developmental Biology Research Program at Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation (OMRF), served as the keynote speaker for the event.  Student speakers were Karisa Beacham, chemistry major from Lawton, and Elizabeth Smith, elementary education major from Lawton, who shared their academic journey and experiences as McNair scholars.

One of the highlights of the event came when McNair Scholars Director Suzanne Aplin presented Guthridge with the O’Keeffe Award, which is given to a faculty member who demonstrates strength of academic character and service as a role model, teacher, researcher, leader, mentor, and advisor for McNair participants. 
“Throughout the years, Dr. Guthridge has mentored many Cameron students and helped open the doors to students to conduct research as well as being an ardent advocate for young women interested in science, technology, engineering and math,” said Aplin.   “Dr. Guthridge was also instrumental in landing one of the largest grants ever awarded to her academic department and is a tremendous asset to Cameron Unviersity and the McNair Scholars program.”
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Aplin also presented the Outstanding Senior Scholar Award to Beacham. The award is based upon several criteria such as grade point average, completion of a summer research internship, conference presentations, and participation in program activities.  Beacham plans to attend the University of Hawaii at Manoa.
McNair Scholars Assistant Director Nicole J. Yi-Wohlers and Academic Coordinator Dennis Frisby, Ph.D., handed out certificates to graduating scholars in recognition of their participation and achievements. Those students included Beacham and Smith along with Lora Bailey, biology major from Fletcher and Nathaniel Todd, political science from Lawton.
The 2007 McNair summer interns were also announced. Selected scholars participate in an intensive summer internship in which they work on research projects with faculty mentors. Scholars can present their research at conferences and receive stipends and tuition waivers for successful participation. The following scholars were selected: Dawn Bona, English major from Lawton, with mentor Vivian Thomlinson, Ph.D.; Sylvia Chavana, chemistry major from Lawton, with mentor Danny McGuire, Ph.D., Jessica Hackett, psychology major from Lawton, with mentor Mary Dzindolet, Ph.D.; Annette Moulder, multimedia design major from Lawton, with mentor Frank Zittle, Ph.D.; Matthew Nies major from Cache, political science, with mentor Tony Wohlers, Ph.D.; Angelica Rodriguez, biology major from Lawton, with mentor Guthridge, and Sylvia Thompson, music major from Lawton, with mentor Thomas Labe, Ph.D.. 

The Ronald E. McNair Postbaccalaureate Achievement Program was established and funded by the U.S. Department of Education to commemorate the lifetime achievements of Ronald E. McNair, Ph.D. McNair received his doctorate in physics from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and was the second African American astronaut in space. McNair died in the explosion of the space shuttle Challenger in 1986. The McNair Scholars Program encourages and prepares first-generation and low-income or traditionally underrepresented students in higher education for doctoral study.

Funded under Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965, the Ronald E. McNair Postbaccalaureate Achievement Program (McNair Scholars) was established to provide educational opportunity for all
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Americans regardless of race, ethnic background, or economic circumstance.  One hundred percent of the total cost of the McNair Scholars Program ($220,861) is financed with federal money.
For more information about McNair Scholars program, visit http://www.cameon.edu/mcnair.
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