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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, April 29, 2008
Cameron University graduating class of 2008 filled with memorable stories of family, effort

Cameron University will honor the class of 2008 at its annual commencement ceremony at 7:30 p.m., Friday,  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1May 9, at Cameron Stadium in Lawton. 

For many of the graduates, commencement represents more than the final step in their collegiate career. Included below are stories of family celebration, determination and personal accomplishment. 

Adedayo T. Fashanu (youngest) 
The youngest graduate this year is 17 years old. Adedayo T. Fashanu has earned an Associate in Science degree with a major in Interdisciplinary Studies with a concentration in Pre-Nursing.   
The Nigerian native admits moving half-way around the world was difficult, as she missed her family on a daily basis. But the students, faculty and staff at CU quickly eased the way for her. “It was good to meet all of the people,” she says. “Cameron’s a melting pot.” She’s since been joined at CU by one of her sisters, thus bringing a real sense of family to her Cameron experience.

Fashanu plans to continue at CU to earn a bachelor’s degree, with the ultimate goal of attending medical school. She also intends to complete a nursing program. “I want to have experience in nursing before I continue to medical school,” she explains. “I want to explore different avenues in science.”
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This international traveler intends to utilize her education to help others. “After nursing school, I want to work for a while,” she says. “What I learn in the States, I want to take back to Nigeria to help people there, then come back for medical school and go wherever that takes me.”
Mary E. Tally (oldest)
Mary E. Tally, 74, is the oldest Cameron graduate. Tally is receiving her Bachelor of Arts degree in English with a minor in Art History.  

“I always wanted to go to college, even when I graduated from high school,” she says. “But I got married, had children, then grandchildren. In 1983, I enrolled at Cameron and took one class, then my husband became disabled, so I had to put college on hold again. After he passed away in 2002, I kept saying that I’d like to go back to college, and finally my children and my adult grandchildren said, ‘Quit talking about it and do it. If you want to go back to school, go back to school.’ I mulled it over and thought, ‘I might as well.’ I’ve enjoyed every minute of it – almost every minute of it. There were some papers I didn’t enjoy writing!” 

In addition to the sense of personal accomplishment from fulfilling her long-held dream of a college diploma, Tally also aspires to utilize her knowledge creatively. “I intend to write children’s stories and illustrate them.” 

Initially an accounting major, Tally discovered her creative muse while taking English composition. “I found out that I’m not very good in algebra, and I discovered that I really like to write stories and essays, so I changed my major,” she explains. The aspiring author is currently writing her first novel. 

Tally credits her extended family, including her sister, nieces and nephews, for motivating her. “They have been so encouraging on those occasions when I got kind of discouraged because I didn’t think I was going to get a paper done or get the required reading done,” she says. “They would say, ‘You can’t give up now - you’re doing too well.’ I have been lucky enough to have stayed on the honor roll every semester since I started. My grandchildren will be talking to someone and out of the blue, they say, ‘My grandmother goes to college.’ My family is really proud of me that I have stuck with this. I can’t emphasize enough how much their support and encouragement played a part in earning my degree.”
-more-

2008 Cameron Graduates, page 3
As you might expect, Tally’s extended family will be in attendance at commencement, including some who are travelling from Kansas City, MO to celebrate her big day.  

CU’s international students:

This spring, 71 international students from 20 countries will graduate from Cameron University. With homes in Albania, Brazil, Canada, Croatia, Dominica, Germany, Grenada, Ivory Coast, Macedonia, Mexico, Nepal, Nigeria, South Korea, Spain, St. Kitts & Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Maarten, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, and Uruguay, these graduates traveled a combined distance of more than 248,000 miles just to attend college – that’s greater than the distance from the earth to the moon.
Four students from Nepal – Santosh Lamichhane, Kundan Rai, Sujeet Shrestha and Srijana Subedi - traveled the furthest to be at Cameron, each logging 8,132 miles one-way to earn a degree. 

Christi Cummings
Christi Cummings of Altus, OK is living proof that maintaining a positive attitude and demonstrating an unstoppable work ethic can result in limitless achievement. While her husband, a member of the Air Force, is deployed to Afghanistan, Cummings is raising two children, ages 8 and 10, while making the trip to Cameron from her home in Altus in pursuit of her degree. She will receive a Bachelor of Science in Computer Information Systems. 

“I’ve always had a love and interest in computers,” she says of her choice in majors. “I worked on the hardware end for three years and always knew I would go back to college for a four-year degree – I have an Associate degree as a paralegal. When the company I worked for moved to Oklahoma City, I couldn’t go with them and decided it was the best time to go back to school. I called Mary Penick (Assistant Professor of Computing & Technology), and she guided and directed me in enrolling.”
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Cummings, who has been heavily recruited by numerous corporations, has already accepted a position at ARGO Data Resource Corporation in Richardson, TX, a nationally recognized leader in providing technology-based solutions to the retail financial services industry. She has proven to be an enthusiastic ambassador for CU, having spurred ARGO into making a recruiting trip to the campus to recruit other CU students.

As for balancing her daily college commute with raising two children while her husband has been overseas, Cummings downplays what many might perceive as a challenge. “I’ve been really blessed that the classes I needed to take always fall during daily school hours,” she says. “I’m blessed with good family and good friends.”

Cummings has two reasons to look forward to commencement. Not only will she receive her degree, but her husband will be in the crowd proudly looking on, as he returns from Afghanistan the day before the ceremony. 

Gordon J. Shaw, CSM (Ret.)
Gordon J. Shaw, CSM (Ret.), will receive Cameron’s first Bachelor of Science degree in Organizational Leadership – and the first such degree from one of Oklahoma’s state universities - as part of the Adult Degree Completion program unveiled by the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education in August 2007. The program is designed for working adults who experienced an interruption in their college career and now want to finish their degree. 
“This opportunity to complete my bachelor’s degree has been an absolute blessing,” says Shaw, who previously earned an Associate in Science degree from CU in 2001. “Throughout my military career, I was able to get some college education, but when you get married, have children and have a job, college gets set aside. When I saw the advertisements about this program and attended the seminar about it, I walked out of the room knowing that’s what I wanted to do.”
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Shaw’s circumstances – sacrificing a college degree in order to fulfill his responsibilities to his family and to the Army – are fairly common among military personnel. The Adult Degree Completion program is designed for just such situations. “It’s ideal for military personnel,” Shaw believes. “It’s all online. If you can get yourself some time and do the courses, it’s definitely the way to do it. It’s awesome. I have to give kudos to Lorie Garrison who’s been mentoring those of us in the program, as well as the other facilitators at Cameron.” Garrison is the coordinator of CU’s Continuing Education & Outreach program. 

While Shaw believes that having his Bachelor’s degree can help him professionally in the future, he says that the overriding benefit is the sense of personal accomplishment of having completed something he started years ago. “The satisfaction is something that can’t be beat,” he says. 
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