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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Aug. 25, 2004

Lawton voters approve CIP proposal to fund

next phase of CU technology development center
Lawton voters gave their approval last week to a proposal that will fund the second phase of construction on a facility designed to promote new technologies and economic development in Southwest Oklahoma.
Proposition 3, one of four questions submitted to local citizens as part of the City of Lawton’s 2005 Capital Improvement Program, won approval by a 3,259 to 2,320 vote -- a 58.4 percent victory margin. The successful vote authorizes city leaders to issue bonds to provide $1.5 million for Cameron University’s Center for Emerging Technology and Entrepreneurial Studies (CETES).
The center is designed to become a catalyst for the development and growth of technology-based industries. The state-of-the-art facility will draw upon the expertise of faculty to support fledgling industries, boosting their chances of success.  At the same time, CETES will provide education and training opportunities for Cameron students to create a workforce capable of supporting these new businesses.
“We are thrilled that Lawton voters understand, and appreciate, the importance of economic development and their willingness to invest in Cameron University to secure a brighter future,” said CU President Cindy Ross.  “CETES is critical to the future of Southwest Oklahoma and specifically Lawton.  We are committed to providing students a quality education and ensuring the availability of jobs that will keep them in this area to work, live and raise a family.  Cameron welcomes this new partnership with local citizens and commits to leading economic and workforce development in Southwest Oklahoma.”
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The CETES initiative is consistent with a policy study conducted at the request of Oklahoma Gov. Brad Henry, which indicated that the state’s higher education institutions should become more actively involved with local business communities. Together, they should establish the systems, structures and knowledge necessary to grow high-paying and high-performance companies involving new technologies.
Cameron raised $2.5 million in private donations to fund the first phase of the facility. Renovations to the university’s former Physical Science Building are in full swing, with plans calling for opening in Spring 2005.
When Phase I is completed, the center will house Cameron’s rapidly growing multimedia instructional design department, as well as a multi-cell technology-oriented incubator to sustain new companies.  This incubator can grow and nurture as many as a dozen start-up companies by providing technological support, assist in identifying angel and venture capital networking, and the entrepreneurial development skills necessary for success.  
Client companies will be provided space for conferences, meetings and product demonstrations.  Faculty will provide expertise in finance, strategic planning, business law, marketing, entrepreneurial studies, accounting, business plan development, technology and communication.  An in-house support team will provide assistance with proposal preparation.
Tuesday’s successful CIP vote provides the funding to embark on Phase II, an expansion of CETES that includes a business networking center, a data disaster recovery system and a back-up emergency operations center. It also sets the stage for Cameron to gain federal funding for Phase III, which includes a business conference facility and a center for regional economic development.
Lawton voters also approved three other questions comprising the new CIP program.  These projects will improve the city’s water treatment capabilities, improve streets and fund the renovation and preservation of the original Lawton High School for use as a possible city hall. 
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