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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Sept. 10, 2004

State Regents allocate $300,000 for CETES
The Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education approved a $300,000 grant to Cameron University to promote economic development in Southwest Oklahoma through its Center for Emerging Technology and Entrepreneurial Studies (CETES) during their monthly meeting Thursday in Oklahoma City.
Cameron will use the grant as part of its implementation of CETES, an initiative designed to create and develop advanced technology companies and capabilities in Southwest Oklahoma.
“We are pleased to be able to allocate funds in support of CETES,” said Bill Burgess, chairman of the board for TelosOK and member of the State Regents.  “We realize that this center is a key to moving the economy of the region toward a business model that incorporates advanced technology.   Through the implementation of CETES, Cameron will help develop businesses that will hire college graduates and raise the per capita income of Southwest Oklahoma.”
This funding builds on a $500,000-per-year allocation started in 2000 for technology enhancement at CU.
Cameron has already committed more than $2.5 million in public funds and private donations to implement the first phase of the project, which involves remodeling the former Physical Science Building to include classrooms, a home for its multimedia design department and an incubator that can house as many as a dozen technology-related start-up companies.

(over)

regents grant, ADD ONE
Last month, voters approved an initiative as part of the City of Lawton’s 2005 Capital Improvement Program that will provide $1.5 million for CETES through the sale of bonds. These funds will facilitate implementation of the second phase of the project: construction of a business conference center, a data disaster recovery system and a back-up emergency operations center for local law enforcement agencies.
“The State Regents, through their ‘Economic Development Generating Excellence’ initiative, have charged the state’s higher education institutions to become leaders in economic development,” said Cameron president Cindy Ross.  “CETES is our response to that charge. Grants such as the one we have received from the Regents and the funds committed to the project by Lawton voters through CIP will enable Cameron to turn this facility into a full-blown center for economic development.”
This summer, the university filled the two primary leadership positions at the center.  Dr. Peter Abramo was selected as CETES’ executive director following a nationwide search.  He will serve as the center’s liaison with the business community, work with military and defense contractors on advanced technology issues and recruit start-up companies for CETES’ incubator.  Dr. Shawn Carraher was hired during the summer to fill the Brewczynski Endowed Chair in Business and will head the center’s entrepreneurial studies program.  Carraher is currently writing proposals for private funding that will expand the scope of the program once begins operation in 2005.
Meanwhile, Cameron envisions funding through military projects to be a key element to the success of CETES.  To that end, the university will revitalize the Cameron/Fort Sill Mutual Interest Task Force, a body designed to reestablish contacts with local defense contractors and those located outside the state.  Similar associations will be established with Altus Air Force Base and contractors there.
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