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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Sept. 16, 2004

Mitchell named to Cameron VP position

Keith Mitchell, director of Government and Community Relations at Cameron University, was named Vice President for University Advancement on Tuesday. The Board of Regents for the University of Oklahoma, Cameron and Rogers State University approved the appointment at its monthly meeting in Claremore.
 

Mitchell has nearly 25 years of media experience, first as a daily and weekly newspaper editor, and then handling public relations duties for the Oklahoma Highway Safety Office, the Oklahoma Department of Transportation and Cameron.
  

“Keith’s commitment to Cameron and the students it serves is evident in the ordinary, as well as the extraordinary, responsibilities of his position and the results of his efforts,” said President Cindy Ross. “During the past year, he has provided leadership in developing projects designed to increase the public’s level of awareness of Cameron and that has helped in our efforts to make it the ‘university of choice’ for students graduating from high school in Southwest Oklahoma.”
Mitchell’s appointment is the result of the reorganization of one of the administrative units of the university.  Although in a new role as vice president, he will continue to oversee the day-to-day operations of the Office of Government and Community Relations, Cameron’s public relations unit. He will also oversee CU’s fundraising, alumni relations efforts and merchandise development, as well as serve as liaison to the Cameron University Foundation.
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mitchell, ADD ONE
He fills a vacancy created by the resignation earlier this month of Dr. David Wolf, Cameron’s Vice President for Development, who took a fundraising position with the University of Alabama. 
“Government & Community Relations, the Alumni Relations office and the Office of Development share a great deal in common and the three units have frequently worked together on projects to promote the university,” said Mitchell.  “It made a great deal of sense to combine these offices into a single area.  It allows Cameron to better utilize its resources by coordinating the projects of these offices and sharing the creativity and energy of their respective staffs.”
A native of Mountain View, Mitchell earned a bachelor’s degree in communications from Cameron in 1989.  He received his master’s degree in mass communication in 1996 while attending Oklahoma State University as a participant in the Carl Albert Fellowship, a program that promotes the study of government and public policy.
During a 10-year newspaper career, Mitchell was owner and publisher of the Mountain View Times and managing editor of the Frederick Daily Leader and Altus Times.
After earning his degree from Cameron, he became a program manager for the Oklahoma Highway Safety Office, handling its media relations efforts, then joined the public information staff of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation where he edited its employee publication, Access.  He joined Cameron as its public relations director in 1996.
Professionally, Mitchell represents Cameron in the Oklahoma College Public Relations Association and was its president in 2002-2003. He currently serves as treasurer of the organization.  He is also the past chairman of the Communicators Council, an advisory group for the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education.
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Editors and Broadcasters: For details, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211. A photo of Mr. Mitchell is available upon request.

