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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, June 28, 2006
Whang named McMahon Endowed Chair 
Cameron University President Cindy Ross is pleased to announce that CU Professor of Music Hyunsoon Whang, D.M., has been selected to serve as the Louise D. McMahon Endowed Chair in Music. 

“As an internationally recognized musician and outstanding teacher, Dr. Whang is an excellent choice for this position,” Ross said. “Being named to the prestigious McMahon Endowed Chair in music will allow Cameron to retain a professor of the caliber of Dr. Whang.” 

The Board of Regents for The University of Oklahoma, Cameron University and Rogers State University approved the appointment today during its regularly scheduled meeting, held at the Samuel R. Noble Foundation in Ardmore. 
“I am honored to serve as the McMahon Endowed Chair,” said Whang, who has taught at Cameron since 1990. “It is a privilege to represent Cameron in such a distinguished capacity.” 
Vice President for Academic Affairs Gary Buckley, Ph.D., said the national recruitment brought a large pool of candidates.  
“There were several outstanding candidates but Dr. Whang’s talent, professionalism and performance as a Cameron faculty member led to her selection,” Buckley said. “She will be an excellent representative for the university.” 
The Louise D. McMahon Endowed Chair in Music was established by The McMahon Foundation of Lawton. The foundation was created in 1939 by Louise McMahon and her son, Eugene, to honor their family. 

(over)

Whang, ADD ONE
Late in her life, Louise McMahon vigorously pursued her passion for the arts. She was instrumental in the construction of the McMahon Auditorium, the Museum of the Great Plains and the American Choral Directors Association headquarters, which serve as the foundation of the arts community in Southwest Oklahoma. The Louise D. McMahon Endowed Chair in Music continues her legacy of giving to the arts. 
“We are thankful to The McMahon Foundation for making this extraordinary opportunity possible,” Ross said. “This endowed position will not only positively impact the music department, but also Cameron and the entire community.”

As the Louise D. McMahon Endowed Chair in Music, Whang will play a vital role in representing Cameron at the state, national and international stage. She will attend additional music conferences and professional development opportunities, as well as provide additional performances throughout the country. 

“I look forward to the many opportunities this position will provide,” Whang said. “Cameron University has been at the forefront of music education, and now I can share that message with the rest of the world.”

As a professional pianist, Whang has delighted audiences in hundreds of concerts around the world including: the United States, Canada, Germany, France, Switzerland, Japan, and her native Korea. 
Whang has appeared as a soloist with Leonard Slatkin, Joel Revzen, and Nicholas Harsanyi. She has performed at Paul Hall in New York’s Lincoln Center, the Aspen Music Festival, Suntory Hall in Tokyo, and Se-Jong Cultural Center in Seoul. 
Whang is much sought after as a chamber musician as well, having performed in more than 350 recitals as a collaborator. As a duo with her pianist husband Thomas Labé, also a Cameron professor, she shared the honor of being invited by world famous pianist Alexis Weissenberg to premiere and record his original two-piano score to the surrealistic musical Nostalgie. 
Whang received her training from the North Carolina School of the Arts, the St. Louis Conservatory of Music, the Juilliard School, and holds a doctorate from Indiana University in Bloomington. Since coming to CU in the fall of 1990, she has been continually promoted and at present serves as a full Professor.
(more)

Whang, ADD TWO
The list of honors she received over the years have included “Artist of the Year” by the Lawton Arts and Humanities Council, “Entertainer of the Year” by the Earth Day Coalition in Cleveland, Ohio, and she is a member of the Cameron University Alumni Association’s Faculty Hall of Fame. 
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