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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Oct. 24, 2007
Former Cameron students honor professor with lectureship in chemistry
Many can look back on their education and recall one special teacher whose influence was particularly profound.  For Dr. Paul Laursen that teacher was Cameron chemistry professor Dorothy Tobias. Tobias had such an impact on Laursen, his wife, Kay, and sister, Darlene Rector, that the three recently donated $250,000 to establish the Dorothy S. Tobias Endowed Chair in Chemistry at Cameron University in memory of their former instructor.  The purpose of the endowment is to advance the quality of instruction and research in the study of chemistry.  
“Mrs. Tobias was a wonderful person, and we believe we owe her a great deal,” said Paul Laursen.  “She took us under her wing and helped each of us to become successful students.”
Laursen also credits Tobias with providing him a foundation on which he built a successful dental and medical career.

The University of Oklahoma, Cameron University and Rogers State University Board of Regents approved the chair at a meeting held today at Cameron University in Lawton.  Cameron University will seek matching funds from the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education, creating a $500,000 endowment.
“This endowed chair position will allow Cameron to hire a nationally prominent faculty member in chemistry to compliment the strong faculty in that department. Thanks to the generosity of the Laursens and Darlene Rector, Cameron students will have enhanced learning opportunities and participate in undergraduate 
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research activities or unique field experiences,” said CU President Cindy Ross. “We are grateful to these donors who have made such a significant contribution to our students.”
Tobias accepted a position at Cameron Junior College and began work as a professor in the chemistry department in 1943.  She earned both her bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Oklahoma A&M.  In Stillwater, she taught at both the high school and collegiate levels, teaching at Oklahoma A&M before receiving an appointment in 1942 from Washington, D.C. to the Pine Bluff Gas Arsenal in Pine Bluff, Ark.

Tobias never forgot the importance of learning and over the years did post-graduate work at The University of Oklahoma, North Texas State University, University of Kansas and the University of California, where she studied nuclear science and radioisotopes. In the summer of 1945, she spent twelve weeks taking courses in biochemistry and special electronic methods at Peabody University and Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tenn.  
“She was tough but fair,” Rector said.  “If you made a good grade in one of her classes, you knew you earned it and had reason to be proud.”
Paul Laursen graduated from Cameron Junior College in 1963 with an associate’s degree in arts and sciences.  While attending Cameron, he was an ROTC cadet.  He is a lifetime member of the CU Alumni Association.  After graduating from Cameron, Laursen earned a dentistry degree from the University of Tennessee in Memphis.  He then spent two years in the U.S. Army including one year in Vietnam.  Upon his return to the U.S., Laursen graduated from medical school at the University of Oklahoma and is a board certified otolaryngologist.  He owns a private practice in San Antonio, Texas.
Kay Laursen attended Cameron Junior College where she was a member of the Cameron Drill Team.   She went on to earn a bachelor’s degree in secondary education with minors in history and library science from Memphis State University.  Kay noted that she and Paul met at Cameron, and the University is very special to them for that reason in addition to the solid educational foundation they received.  The couple married in 1963.
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Darlene Rector attended Cameron intermittently between 1965 and 1971 while her husband was in Vietnam. She spent time at many university and college campuses across the United States and Germany as her husband completed his military career, earning a bachelor’s degree in education from Old Dominion University in Norfolk, Va., and a master’s degree in microbiology from Georgia State University in Atlanta, Ga.  She currently teaches advanced microbiology at Tarrant County College District near Fort Worth, Texas.
Endowed faculty positions make a direct contribution to the quality of teaching and learning at Cameron by enabling academic endeavors that would not otherwise be possible. Cameron University now has 62 endowed faculty positions, more than any other regional institution in Oklahoma.
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