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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, May 6, 2005

Cameron University SIFE team named regional champions, headed to nationals
Cameron University’s Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE) team will be heading to the SIFE USA National Exposition competition later month after claiming first place at a SIFE USA Regional Competition, held recently in Dallas, Texas. 
Cameron’s team will join 180 other regional winners from across the U.S. at the national competition, which will feature final rounds of the overall team events, as well as the individual topic competitions. The national exposition will take place May 22-24 in Kansas City, Mo.  

“SIFE is an experience every college student should have, no matter their major,” said Stephen Lander, president of the Cameron SIFE team. “The competition environment and job opportunities really opened our eyes about what we can accomplish in the world.” 

The Cameron SIFE team won the regional championship in the overall competition after presenting a report of the team’s year-long community outreach projects to a panel of business leaders.  
During this academic year, the team organized more than 20 projects in Southwest Oklahoma, including the “Cameron University Leaders and Entrepreneurs (CULE) Camps.”     It conducted two of the camps this 
(over)

grant, ADD ONE
year, drawing more than 400 students from across the state. The camps consisted of day-long workshops designed to inform elementary and secondary students about entrepreneurial opportunities. 
During the camps, SIFE members taught the principles of entrepreneurship. Then the students brainstormed to create new product or software ideas, developed simple business and marketing plans, wrote and filmed commercial advertisements, created corporate logos, and ultimately presented their product ideas to judges, including members of the SIFE advisory board.  
“CULE Camp was the most exciting project I have ever been involved with,” said Jenny Jackson, a junior marketing major and Cameron’s outgoing Student Government Association president.  “It is amazing how creative the kids are, and how many ideas they have for very realistic new products.” 

In addition to the regional championship, the team captured two of four individual topic finalist awards: the SIFE USA National Entrepreneurship Competition and the SIFE USA National Personal Financial Success Skills Competition.  
SIFE is an international non-profit organization active on more than 1,800 university campuses in approximately 40 countries. SIFE teams create economic opportunities in their communities by organizing outreach projects that teach market economics, entrepreneurship, personal financial success skills and business ethics.  Their projects are judged at competition on creativity, innovation and effectiveness.  

Earlier this week the Cameron SIFE team took first place in the inaugural Donald W. Reynolds Governor’s Cup collegiate business plan competition, a statewide contest that included 26 student teams from 14 Oklahoma colleges and universities. The team brought home $23,000 in prize money from the competition.

“SIFE is an amazing experience for our students,” said Dr. Sylvia Burgess, dean of the CU School of Business and faculty co-advisor. “It provides hands-on experience with leadership, planning, and success. It is life-changing for the students, and they make positive changes in our community through their projects.”
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