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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Feb. 27, 2004

(NOTE: Jeanne Desautel’s last name in the 7th graf is pronounced dessa-TEL.)
Cameron University to keep ‘Aggies’ nickname;

modified version of Ole Kim reinstated as mascot 

President Cindy Ross announced today during a campus pep rally that “Aggies” would continue to be used to identify Cameron University’s sports teams and students.
During the rally, Ross unveiled a new spirit logo for the university that features Ole Kim, Cameron’s mascot from the 1950s to the 1990s, and a new, professionally produced mascot costume.  Both were gifts to students from the Cameron University Foundation.
“Cameron, as an institution, is nearly 100 years old,” Ross said.  “Only two things have survived decades of growth and change at our university – the words ‘Cameron’ and ‘Aggies.’  In an age lacking tradition, it only makes sense that Cameron keep those elements that link us to our beginning so long ago.”
The “Aggies” term had been associated with CU since its founding in 1908 as the Cameron State School of Agriculture.  Under the governance of the State Board of Agriculture, Cameron originally specialized in providing agriculture and home economics training to high school students who lived on campus.  As years went by, Cameron began offering college classes and by the start of World War II was solely a junior college.  Baccalaureate degrees were added in the 1960s and master’s degrees in the late 1980s.  
The issue of whether Cameron should be the Aggies or should switch to another moniker had been simmering since the late 1960s, but had increased in intensity in recent years.  At the root of the discussion

(over)

aggies, ADD ONE
was the fact that Cameron’s primary mission no longer focused on providing agriculture education to high school students as it did when it was created in 1908.
Several times during the past decade, unscientific surveys sponsored by various student groups had indicated a wide array of opinions regarding the future of the Aggies.  Approximately one-third of students and alumni surveyed wanted Cameron to keep the Aggies, while another third supported change – although they were not unified around what the university should become.  The remaining one-third said they would support either decision and just wanted a mascot and team nickname they could use to promote school spirit.
Friday’s announcement settled the debate once and for all.  Not only will CU remain the Aggies, but Ole Kim has been reinstated as mascot.  First appearing as an illustration of a cowboy on horseback on the cover of the 1955 yearbook, the artwork was soon redrawn into a caricature that strongly resembled “Pistol Pete,” Oklahoma State’s mascot.  In 1960, the cowboy was given the name “Ole Kim” by 1916 Cameron alum B.W. Jolly during a contest sponsored by the campus newspaper.  In 1964, a costume was created and worn by journalism student Jeanne Desautel for the homecoming parade and a tradition was born.
From 1969 until 1992, the student portraying Ole Kim was selected through competitive tryouts.  The student’s identity remained a secret until a special unmasking ceremony during homecoming.  Over the years, four different costumes were used and more than 25 students boosted school spirit as Ole Kim.  But, by the early 1990s, the tradition had faded and Cameron has not had a costumed mascot for more than a decade.
With the gift of the newest Ole Kim costume from the CU Foundation, the university will bring back the secret mascot selection process under the guidance of the Office of Student Activities.
In a key compromise between the two sides debating the issue, Ole Kim will no longer be portrayed as a cowboy, but as a prospector.  Adding to the already-established legend of the mascot, Kim is described as an ex-U.S. Cavalry officer from Fort Sill who sought his fortune in the Wichita Mountains gold rush of the early 1900s before becoming a cowboy, then a Cameron student. A great deal of care was taken to ensure the legend accurately reflects the history of Southwest Oklahoma.
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aggies, ADD TWO
“Keeping the mascot in the form of a cowboy was problematic, given his similarities to OSU’s ‘Pistol Pete,’” Ross said.  “There were copyright concerns, as well as an evident desire from students to establish once and for all our own unique identity.”
Ross noted that the most recent – and most comprehensive – survey of attitudes toward the mascot indicated that the desire to change from the cowboy was not directly related to the “Aggies” issue.
“A significant number of people who supported the ‘Aggie’ team name also said we should either drop Ole Kim or change him from the occupation of cowboy,” Ross said.  “They recognized that it was difficult for Cameron to be distinctive when OSU, Oklahoma Panhandle State University and New Mexico State University use cowboys as mascots.”
“Ole Kim as a prospector not only solves that problem, it also is a major step in establishing an identity and gives Cameron another tool in promoting school spirit.”
Moreover, the use of a prospector neatly ties together several elements currently used by Cameron.  The Wichita Mountains is a prominent part of the university’s seal and gold is one of the school colors.  Philosophically, the work ethic and optimism of a prospector is representative of CU’s student body.
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Editors and Broadcasters: For more information contact CU Government and Community Relations at 580.581.2211. Photo opportunities with the mascot can be arranged with advance notice.

