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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Mar. 30, 2007

Artist to visit Cameron University
Aspiring artists and others with an interest in art will have the opportunity to learn from one of the state’s most prominent artists.  The Cameron University Department of Art is sponsoring a lecture presentation with visiting artist Mike Wimmer at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 5, at the CU McCutcheon Recital Hall.
 

Wimmer will lecture on the importance of art in his life and how it has manifested itself through his career.  Some topics of discussion include his advertising, collectibles, portraits, book publishing work and historical paintings including works he has created for the Oklahoma State Captiol.  Wimmer will also discuss the research and preparation process involved in the creation of a painting.  Following the lecture, the audience will have the opportunity to ask questions.  
 

A reception and book signing session will follow the lecture presentation.  Wimmer will make available some of his illustrated books including “Will Rogers,”   “All the Places to Love,”   “Homerun: The Story of Babe Ruth,”   “Jackie Robinson,” and “Theordore.”
Without formal education or training, Wimmer naively set out for studies at the University of Oklahoma where the opportunity to work with Don Ivan Punchatz at his famous Sketch Pad Studio in Arlington, Texas availed itself. While working as an apprentice for two and a half years, Wimmer learned the business end of illustrating while also learning the painting techniques and working methods of many of the local Dallas illustrators. Wimmer's career started out slow but it wasn't long Wimmer was born in Muskogee, Oklahoma where he grew up like most boys: playing hard, fighting sleep, reading comic books and dreaming. 
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before his portfolio was full and his workday busy. Most of his clients were local in the beginning but after a whirlwind tour of New York, he began working more on a national scale and his work began to take on a broader audience. 
Wimmer has illustrated many children's book covers and is the illustrator of "Train Song" by Diane Siebert which won the 1991 NCSS/CBC Notable Children's Trade Book in the field of Social Studies and a Redbook Best Book for 1990. He is also the illustrator of "Flight: The Journey of Charles Lindbergh" by Robert Burliegh, winner of the 1990 Orbis Pictus Award for Outstanding Nonfiction for Children. "All the Places to Love" by Patricia MacLachlan was published in 1994 by Harper Collins and has become a favorite of every generation. The book won the Oklahoma Book Award for Best Illustrated Children's Book for 1995. "Homerun: The Story of Babe Ruth,” Wimmer’s second book with Bob Burliegh, was published in 1997 by Harcourt Brace and has been included on many state book award lists. In 1999 Simon and Schuster published "Summertime" from Porgy and Bess by George and Ira Gershwin with Dubose and Dorothy Hayward. "Will Rogers" written by former Governor Frank Keating was released in August of 2002. It has been awarded the 2003 Spur Award from the Western Writers Association of America. Wimmer’s newest book "Theodore", written by Frank Keating was released in January of 2006 and has already received a starred review in the March 2006 issue of School Library Journal.
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Editors and Broadcasters: For more information, contact Amber McNeil, Director of Media Relations, in the Office of Community Relations at 580.581.2611. 
