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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Dec. 20, 2007
CU Upward Bound students win at national contest
Eight students participating in the TRIO Upward Bound program at Cameron University won the gold award for their participation in the nationally recognized TRIO Quest contest.  TRIO Quest is a national competition for participants in TRIO programs in which students develop and submit multimedia creations, including digital video, web sites, and photo essays, to promote the use of current technologies in education.  

Under the guidance and coaching of TRIO Technology Specialist Greg Davies, participants William McDonald, Samuel Tindal, Kashuan Hopkins, Jennifer Bourland, Amanda Coates, and Annika Evans, all of Lawton, and Steven and Stephanie Frazier, of Geronimo, contributed in the development and performed in a creative original video entitled “Fashion”.  Written and directed by Tindal and McDonald, the video portrays the influence of popular fashion on adolescents today.  

Five of the Upward Bound participants, McDonald, Tindal, Frazier, Hopkins, and Bourland first began their venture into the TRIO Quest contest during the Upward Bound summer session at Cameron University.  They developed a web site examining the influence of popular culture on teenagers which was submitted to the web design section of the contest.  The team members also received an honorable mention from the TRIO Quest judges for this work.  

The students were presented medals and award certificates from TRIO Quest for their accomplishments during an Upward Bound luncheon.  From this point, the Upward Bound participants will be moving forward 
-more-
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with their TRIO Quest endeavors, and plan to enter their web site into the worldwide version of the contest.  Trainers from the University of Washington will be meeting with them during January in workshops that will help the students redevelop their website in preparation for the Think Quest International contest.  This contest will place the participants’ efforts alongside and against entries from students from around the world.  

In addition to his work with Upward Bound, Davies has plans to expand the program to include members of the TRIO Open Doors program who wish to participate in the annual TRIO Quest contest.  
Funded under Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965, Upward Bound is one of the TRIO family of programs established to provide educational opportunity for all Americans regardless of race, ethnic background, or economic circumstances.

Cameron hosts two other TRIO programs: Student Support Services and Talent Search/Open Doors. The three Cameron University TRIO programs contribute approximately $1 million annually to promote educational opportunity in Southwest Oklahoma. One hundred percent of the total costs of the Upward Bound program is financed with funding from the U.S. Department of Education.
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