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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Sept. 12, 2006
Cameron University begins $2.4 Million 
Phase II Expansion of CETES
A little more than a year after its grand opening, Cameron University’s Center for Emerging Technology and Entrepreneurial Studies (CETES) is set to expand as Phase II of CU’s economic development initiative gets under way.

The $2.4 million expansion will be funded by Lawton’s Capital Improvement Program (CIP) and a federal grant from the Economic Development Administration (EDA).

In August 2004, Lawton voters approved Proposition 3 of the city’s CIP, allocating $1.5 million for Phase II. The proposition received nearly 60 percent voter approval. CETES garnered more support in December 2004 when the EDA allotted $900,000 for the project’s second phase. 
“Cameron University takes its leadership role in economic development seriously, and we owe a great deal of thanks to both the EDA and Lawton voters,” President Cindy Ross said. “CETES is the only economic development initiative funded through a CIP. It is encouraging to know that Cameron has the support of the local community as we enhance new business growth in Southwest Oklahoma. Cameron has a strong partnership with the Lawton community; one that will ensure the success of the center.” 
Phase II will consist of a new wing added to the south end of the existing CETES building. Plans call for the addition to house a business networking center, a data disaster recovery system, a back-up emergency operations center and a center for regional economic development. 
-more-

CETES Phase II, ADD ONE

After receiving approval from The University of Oklahoma, Cameron University and Rogers State University Board of Regents in December 2005, Cameron selected LWPB Architects and Planners of Oklahoma City to provide architectural and engineering services for the project.  In January 2006, the Board of Regents approved the University’s selection of CMS Willowbrook of Chickasha to provide construction manager services, as part of the construction process.
“We are extremely pleased to be starting Phase II,” said Peter Abramo, Ph.D., CETES’ Executive Director. “The first year has been tremendously successful, so I know the addition will only add to the center’s capabilities and productivity.” 
CETES is designed to be a catalyst for the development and growth of technology-based industries. The CETES project began in April 2004 with remodeling of Cameron’s former Physical Sciences building. The renewed structure houses the university’s multimedia department on its first floor and a business incubator on the second floor. Phase I was completed in June 2005.

The center currently houses four companies and three individual business developers:

· The team of dkm Designs Inc. specializes in identity development.  

· TMS Techs provides onsite computer repair, sales, service, and networking solutions.  

· GetWOM is an online word-of-mouth review source.

· 42squared is a software development firm that specializes in web design, Ruby on Rails, and Web 2.0 applications.

· Chris Johnson is an engineer designing new prosthetic devices. 
· Earl Gardner is creating custom management software that can be used with cattle herd management.  In addition, his company will offer services and products in the areas of artificial insemination and embryo transplant. 
· Dr. Terry Reed is developing a medical reminder system in the form of a watch.  This device will be used to enhance patient compliance with medication, and may include a medical alert system as well.
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CETES Phase II, ADD TWO

Companies who enter the CETES business incubator are provided space for conferences, meetings and product demonstrations.  Cameron faculty provide advice in finance, strategic planning, marketing, accounting, business plan development, technology and communication, and an in-house support team provides assistance with proposal preparation.

“Cameron students are also a resource for the new companies,” said Abramo.  “Working with the companies allows students to develop their technology and business expertise, as well as gain “real-world” experience.”
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