[image: image1.png]R, News Release

ity Relations

CAMERON Government & Communi

UNIVERSITY {300 50750 e
Lawton, OK 73505

thescoop@cameron.edu





For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, May 11, 2007
Student Support Services honors Cameron faculty, staff, and student achievements 
Cameron University recently held its annual Student Support Services (SSS) Leaders in Education and Opportunity (LEO) Awards Ceremony to honor outstanding students, staff, and faculty for the 2006-2007 school year.

Assistant Professor of Criminal Justice and Sociology Su Ho Lee, Ph.D., was selected to receive the SSS Outstanding Faculty Award for this academic year. Lee earned his bachelor’s and mater’s degrees from the University of California-Berkley. He earned his doctorate degree from the University of Kansas.  Lee joined the Cameron faculty in 2001 where he currently serves as a faculty advisor to the Alpha Kappa Delta Sociology Club. In addition to his teaching duties, he participates in other professional development activities and is soon to be a published author.  Student nominations referred to Lee as one of the most dedicated and caring teachers on campus. 

“We realize that we have many wonderful academic partners across campus who provide time and effort above and beyond their classroom duties,” said Student Support Services Director Suzanne Aplin.  “Unsung heroes like Dr. Lee are vital to the retention and persistence of students who may come to this campus academically under prepared and unsure of their ability to succeed on a college campus.”
SSS Assistant Director Doreen Thomas, mistress of ceremonies for the event, also recognized outstanding 
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staff service to the program.  Barbara Pickthorn, assistant director of the Cameron University Library, was recognized for her dedication to student success and her willingness to go above and beyond the call of duty to help students. 

Lori Sawyer received the SSS Distinguished Alumni Award.  Sawyer finished her bachelor of science degree in psychology and her master’s in behavioral sciences at Cameron University.  She is currently employed in the Lawton Public Schools as a special education teacher. 
Six SSS students were named as recipients of the LEO Awards for their academic achievements while utilizing the SSS tutorial labs.  This year’s recipients were Sarah Voss of Lawton, writing; Dawn Shilling of Lawton, science; Talisa Miller of Lawton, reading; and Sandra Holmes of Lawton, math.  Ann Hyman, Devol, received recognition for her success utilizing the individual tutoring services.
Outstanding peer tutors recognized for their work this year were Jutta Carter, Lawton; Tobias Kuhn, Cache; Mary Pettit, Lawton; Katherine Wilcox, Apache; and Larry Young, Lawton. 
Current students, Shannon Bayonnes, Marlow; Rhonda Kennedy, Lawton; and Lillie Miranda, Lawton; provided personal tributes regarding their experiences in the SSS program. Outstanding peer mentors who received certificates of appreciation were Michael Robinson, Dorothy Jefferson, Shannon Bayones, and Annette Moulder, all of Lawton.
TRIO Technology Specialist Greg Davies presented a retrospective entitled “Down Memory Lane” and Mary Gossett provided a musical tribute to close the ceremonies.

Award presentations were made by SSS staff including Neal Washington, Tiffany Sanders, Paul Vantine, Kay Love, and Heather Nance.

Funded under Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965, the Student Support Services program is one of the TRIO family of programs established to provide educational opportunity for all Americans regardless of 
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race, ethnic background, or economic circumstance. Cameron University currently hosts three other TRIO programs: McNair Scholars Program, Upward Bound, and Educational Talent Search/Open Doors.  The four Cameron TRIO programs contribute approximately $1.4 million annually to promote educational opportunity in Southwest Oklahoma.  One hundred percent of the total cost of the Student Support Services program ($368,403) is financed with federal money.

For more information about Student Support Services visit http://www.cameron.edu/sss/ or http://www.ed.gov/programs/triostudsupp/index.html
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