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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Feb. 6, 2007
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Reading, discussion series prepares to kick off
Cameron University and the Center for Creative Living are co-sponsoring a reading and discussion series that will explore five novels that can help contemporary readers rediscover their individual and collective identity. The "Myth and Literature” series will begin at 6:30 p.m. on March 13 at the Center for Creative Living in Lawton.
The reading and discussion series was developed by the Oklahoma Library Association. Books, materials and services for this series are provided free of charge to participants by “Let’s Talk About It, Oklahoma,” a grant from the Oklahoma Humanities Council and the National Endowment for the Humanities. 

Cameron University English Professor Scherrey Cardwell, Ph.D., Program Director, said that visiting scholars will make 30-minute presentations about each of the books and small-group discussion will follow. At the end, everyone will come back together for a brief wrap-up. 

The first reading in the series will be The Power of Myth by Joseph Campbell. The tremendous national response to the television talks of Joseph Campbell on myth demonstrate the profound need of our age to search for meaning in the patterns of stories from world mythology. The visiting scholar will be Von Underwood, Ph.D., Dean of the School of Liberal Arts at Cameron University, who is currently teaching a class at Cameron on Norse and Celtic Mythology. 
The reading for the second program on April 3 is Black Elk Speaks with speaker Lynn Musslewhite, Ph.D., Emeritus Professor of history at Cameron University, as visiting scholar. Black Elk Speaks is a spiritual testament of Native American mythology and a vivid example of Campbell’s discussion of the
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power of myth. 
The third book in the series is E. M. Forster’s A Passage to India. The visiting scholar for the reading/discussion on April 24 will be Scherrey Cardwell, Ph.D., English Professor at Cameron. In his novel, Forster compares and contrasts three major religious and mythical traditions: Christianity, Islam, and Hinduism.

The fourth reading is Doris Lessing’s novel The Summer Before Dark. Jennifer Kidney, Ph.D., Director of "Let’s Talk About It, Oklahoma," will lead the discussion of this novel on May 15. 
The fifth and last reading is The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald on June 5, with John G. Morris, Ph.D., Professor of English at Cameron, as scholar. 
"The ‘Myth & Literature’ series provides participants the opportunity to read and discuss books that touch on our basic questions about life" said Cardwell. "I hope everyone will join us." The program is free of charge. To register, call the Center for Creative Living at 248-0471 or go by the center at 3501 SW. "F" Avenue in Lawton and pick up the first book. 
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