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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Oct. 26, 2006
Cameron University adds three endowments 
Several Cameron University alumni and supporters continued a legacy of giving back to the university through the establishment of three new endowed lectureships.

The endowments were made official when The University of Oklahoma, Cameron University and Rogers State University Board of Regents approved them at a meeting held today at Cameron. 
The three new endowed lectureships include the Ted Owens Endowed Lectureship in Health and Physical Education, the John and Jo Ann Sterling Endowed Lectureship in Accounting and Auditing and the Ajay and Shireen Bhargava Endowed Lectureship in Pre-Nursing.
“Endowed faculty positions not only live in perpetuity, they also provide educational opportunities to our students that would simply not be possible.  Students have opportunities to hear noted speakers in their areas of expertise or participate in undergraduate research activities or unique field experiences.  The list goes on and on,” said CU President Cindy Ross. “We are grateful to these donors who have made such a significant contribution to our students.”

The Regents also approved Cameron’s request to apply for matching funds for each lectureship from the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education. Before the three lectureships are submitted to the State Regents, the initial $12,500 gift will be matched by the McCasland Foundation of Duncan. The new $25,000 endowments will then be submitted to the State Regents to be matched, creating a $50,000 endowment. 
Cameron boasts 56 endowed positions (lectureships, chairs and professorships) – more than any other regional university and trails only The University of Oklahoma and Oklahoma State University among all state colleges and universities.
-more-
endowments, ADD ONE
Below are brief bios on each of the donors: 

Ted Owens lettered in basketball at The University of Oklahoma while earning his bachelors and masters degrees.  Accepting the basketball coaching job at Cameron in 1956, he took the University teams to three consecutive NJCAA National Tournaments.  Owens also served as the baseball and assistant football coach at Cameron.  Hired by the University of Kansas in 1960, Owens held the head basketball coaching position for 19 years winning 15 Big Eight titles among numerous other awards.  Currently, he is a partner in First Capital Management in Tulsa.  This lectureship is being established by contributions from players and friends of Coach Owens to advance the quality of education in the study of health and physical education and coaching at Cameron University and in Southwest Oklahoma.
John and Jo Ann Sterling are long time Lawton residents.  Mr. Sterling was employed at Cameron from 1971 until his retirement from the position of Vice President for Business Affairs in 2002.  Mrs. Sterling is an enthusiastic member of the Daughters of the American Revolution.  The Sterling’s provided this gift to advance the study of accounting and auditing.

Drs. Ajay and Shireen Bhargava are Lawton physicians.  Created to advance the quality of education in pre-nursing, this will be the third lectureship established by the Bhargavas.
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