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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Jan. 5, 2005

Cameron University set to receive $12 million if state legislature approves capital bond issue
A $500 million capital bond issue, proposed jointly by Oklahoma’s 25 public university and college presidents and supported by Gov. Brad Henry, will soon reach the floor the State Legislature.

It is there that Oklahoma’s governing body will make a decision that will profoundly affect more than 225,000 students who attend the state’s higher education institutions. 

If successful, the bond will provide each of the state’s colleges and universities with desperately needed funds for repairs and improvements to aging facilities and campuses. Of the proposed capital bond program, Cameron University will receive more than $12 million for the renovation and expansion of its Business Building, several infrastructure rehabilitation projects and the continuation of university’s efforts to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).
“It has been more than a decade since capital bonds were issued to construct and renovate buildings on Oklahoma’s public college and university campuses,” said President Cindy Ross. “Since that time, deferred maintenance, unmet technology updates and student enrollment growth have put tremendous strain on the infrastructure of those institutions – including Cameron University.” 

(over)

capital bond, ADD ONE
The longstanding need for a statewide capital improvement bond has reached a critical stage over the past five years as enrollment across the state has skyrocketed by more than 28,000 students. Today, almost 230,000 students attend Oklahoma colleges and universities. During this same five-year period, Cameron University’s student enrollment has increased 30 percent to 5,779 this past fall. 
Universities have traditionally coped with numerous difficulties – inadequate heating and cooling systems, undersized classrooms, outdated technology and crumbling buildings – but the influx of new students has amplified the need for these situations to be resolved. 
Facts gathered by the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education show that most state colleges and universities have not had a significant capital construction project in 12 years, forcing those educational institutions to complete small construction projects and maintenance with the aid of grants and private funding. Cameron understands this plight all too well. 
More than half of the buildings on CU’s Lawton campus are 40 years or older with five of them, including Nance-Boyer, the university’s main classroom building, constructed before World War II. Only the Sciences Complex and Fitness Center have been built in the last two decades.

“Although every effort has been made over the years to maintain Cameron’s physical plant, many buildings show the effects of aging – a situation exacerbated by deferred maintenance caused by inadequate funding,” Ross said. “As a result, many of our buildings are rapidly nearing the end of their useful lives.”

The projects listed in the bond proposal represent only the most pressing needs of each university or college. If approved by the Legislature, the proposal represents only the third capital bond issue for higher education since statehood in 1907.

Approval of the bond will yield $12,059,247 for Cameron, which will be divided among six projects with the bulk, $7 million, going to the renovation and expansion of the Business Building. 
At more than 30,000-square feet, the three-story building was constructed as a women’s dormitory in 1964. The structure has housed many unique occupants through its history, including the local offices for the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), before finally returning to academic use in 1985.

(more)

capital bond, ADD TWO
During the FAA occupation, the original heating, cooling and air handling systems were replaced with individual fan coil units, eliminating the induction of fresh outside air into the building. Heat is provided through the original 1964 unit. The inefficient L-shape of the design prohibits the easy flow of foot traffic and the building does not have an elevator.

The project will expand the building to 48,000 square feet and renovate classrooms, lecture halls and faculty offices. The cost also includes furniture, fixtures, equipment, technology upgrades and an elevator.

Second on Cameron’s project list is the heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) system for the Shepler Center and the Fitness Center. The HVAC units were installed in 1989 for use of the Shepler Center only. However the Fitness Center and Sciences Complex, both constructed in the last 15 years, have been tied into the same system, requiring the HVAC units to provide heating and cooling for three of CU’s major structures. 
The requirements of these three buildings have kept the units in constant operation, preventing performance of annual services and maintenance recommended by the manufacturer and shortening the expected 15-20 year life span significantly. Currently, the units are running at 75-percent capacity. The cost of the project will be $700,000.
Additionally, $1 million has been allotted to add central heat and air to the 40-year old Aggie Gym, which also has classroom facilities. The gym has no air conditioning and is heated by an antiquated hot-water boiler circulation system. The project will also retrofit lighting to increase energy efficiency and provide currently unavailable ADA access to the spectator area, as well as create a new main entrance, expand ticket booths and improve restroom facilities. 
The final three projects for Cameron portion of the bond include $500,000 for ADA compliance measures; $800,000 for relocation of existing parking lots, creation of additional parking areas, and redirection of pedestrian and vehicular traffic, as well as possibly relocating a campus entry access road; and more than $2 million in roof repairs and improvements on the exteriors of buildings campus-wide.
– 30 –
PR# 05-004
Editors and Broadcasters: For more information, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211. 

