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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, April 6, 2007
State and local officials help kick off CETES Phase II at Cameron
Construction on Cameron University’s Center for Emerging Technology and Entrepreneurial Studies (CETES) Phase II was officially kicked off this morning during a special ceremony featuring state and local officials, citizens and students. 
The ceremony was highlighted with remarks from United States Congressman Tom Cole, as well as CU President Cindy Ross, State Regent Bill Burgess, The University of Oklahoma, Cameron University and Rogers State University Regent Larry Wade, Lawton Mayor John Purcell, and Cameron Student Anthony Olivo.
“We are excited to begin Phase II of the CETES project as it places Cameron University and its partners at the forefront in recognizing and creating an atmosphere that promotes the growth of technology-driven companies,” Ross said. “We are proud of the success CETES has experienced since its inception, and the addition of Phase II will produce additional benefits in terms of economic development for the people of Southwest Oklahoma.” 
CETES serves as a catalyst for the development of technology-based industries in Southwest Oklahoma using state-of-the-art technology coupled with the expertise of CU faculty to provide support services for new industries.

"Cameron University is one of Oklahoma's finest educational institutions. The progress that is being made 
-more-
CETES Phase II, ADD ONE 

at the Center for Emerging Technology and Entrepreneurial Studies at the university is second to none,” 
said Cole. “This next phase will provide an even larger facility for the development of technology-based industries in Southwest Oklahoma, bringing more jobs and revenue into the City of Lawton."
Phase II will house a business networking center ideal for hosting conferences, meetings and workshops.  The center’s 100-person capacity features divisible meeting rooms and advanced technology to suit the needs of varying groups and meeting requirements.

The data disaster recovery system which will be located in the state-of-the-art facility will provide a second data backup site for OneNet.  OneNet is Oklahoma's official communications and information network for education and government and is a division of the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education, operated in cooperation with the Office of State Finance.
CETES Phase II will also be home for a backup emergency operations center for the City of Lawton.  The center will provide communication capabilities to emergency management personnel in the event the City’s primary emergency operations center is disabled.  
The expansion is funded by a federal grant from the Economic Development Administration (EDA) and Lawton’s Capital Improvement Program (CIP) funds.
In August 2004, Lawton voters approved Proposition 3 of the city’s CIP, allocating $1.5 million for Phase II. The proposition received nearly 60 percent voter approval. CETES garnered more support in December 2004 when the EDA allotted $900,000 for project’s the second phase. 

"Economic development is critical to the success of the Lawton-Fort Sill community,” said Purcell.  “I am proud that the citizens of Lawton approved $1.5 million earmarked for the construction of CETES Phase II, as part of the CIP.”
The CETES project began in April 2004 with remodeling of Cameron’s former Physical Sciences building. The renovated structure houses the university’s multimedia department on its first floor and CETES on the second floor. Phase I was completed in June 2005.  The center currently houses eight companies.
– ### –
PR# 07-057
Editors and Broadcasters: For more information, contact Amber McNeil, Director of Media Relations, in the Office of Community Relations at 580.581.2611. 
