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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Nov. 12, 2004

Cameron welcomes award-winning artist
for lectures on international pottery making
Art expert Dr. Ron Du Bois will present his documentary research and findings at Cameron University on Wednesday, Nov. 17, in two separate lectures and film presentations that highlight Nigerian pottery and potters.
"We are excited to present Dr. Du Bois, a ceramist and filmmaker, to Cameron students and the Lawton community,” said art department chair Edna McMillan. “His film presentations featuring potters in Nigeria will greatly enhance student understanding of the construction process of a variety of large vessels, from working the clay to the open-field firing of pots.” 
The presentations will take place in the Student Activities Building on University Drive, directly east of the Clarence Davis Student Union. Du Bois will discuss the construction of lidded soup bowls in Nigeria from 1-3 p.m., followed by a presentation on the construction of large water vessels in Africa from 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Cameron will be the first university in Oklahoma to own Du Bois’ films, which are currently housed at the Museum of Modern Art and the Smithsonian Institute. 
“The fact that his films are now in the archives of such prestigious museums is an indication of their importance and quality,” said Dr. Isolete De Almeida, associate professor of education at Cameron. “We are very fortunate to be the first institution in the state to own these films.” 
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Du Bois, a professor emeritus at Oklahoma State University, is a Fulbright professor and scholar who studied in Korea, Nigeria and India where his documentations of differing world cultures have gained him national recognition. 
“Dr. Du Bois’ research work on potters is extraordinary and an extremely important contribution to the world of art as much as to humanity in general,” De Almeida said.  “He approaches the subject with sensitivity and utmost respect toward the people of the regions researched.”
The professor’s films are known throughout the country and have been presented in numerous art conferences, including the National Arts Education Convention, the National Conference for the Endowment of Ceramic Artists and the Oklahoma Arts Education Association. Although Du Bois retired from teaching in 1988, his dedication still drives him to create. He is actively experimenting with new media other than clay, enhancing his commitment to the creative arts. 
“We need to do better at recognizing and honoring our local talent. Ron and other Oklahoma artists of his generation deserve to be honored for their contributions to the field of art,” De Almeida said.
Du Bois’ appearance in Lawton is made possible through a grant from the CU Lectures and Concert series, the Cameron Art Guild and the university’s art and education departments.  More about Du Bois’ films can be found on the Internet at http://www.ceramicstoday.com/articles/synchronicity1.htm/.
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