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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Sept. 7, 2007
Crandon named Cameron faculty in residence
It’s not uncommon nowadays for students to earn college credit before they’ve even graduated high school, but Colston and Thomas Crandon are getting a taste of college life during their pre-school years.  After the toddler boys’ father, Paul Crandon, Ph.D., was named Cameron University’s faculty in residence, the Crandon family moved into the McMahon Center on the University’s main campus in Lawton.  So far, the youngsters and their parents are adjusting well to their new surroundings.
“It’s a beautiful facility,” Paul Crandon said.  “Lawton and Southwest Oklahoma are great.  We like the parks and the mountains.  The boys have already seen the buffalo.  It’s a great place to live.”

Crandon, who was an assistant professor at The University of North Alabama in Florence before joining the Cameron faculty, first looked at Cameron as a chance to get closer to home.  He and wife Chris are both originally from Kansas.  However, after learning about the faculty in residence program and the opportunity to develop the public relations major in the Communication Department, Crandon said he realized the opportunities at Cameron encompassed much more.
As CU’s faculty in residence, Crandon will serve students as an additional source of information and as a counselor.  He will organize various educational programs for students each semester – programs he hopes will facilitate an atmosphere of academic inquiry and inspire students to seek knowledge, truth and explanations on a variety of topics including academic, career, social, or personal issues that are important to students.
-more-
Crandon, ADD ONE
“This is an academic community, a community of scholars, and the students are a big part of that,” he said.  “Having a faculty member actually living on campus helps create that atmosphere of a true academic community where students and faculty come together to learn from one another.”
This is the second year for Cameron’s faculty in residence program, which University officials said was designed to help improve student academic performance.  Ideally, the faculty in residence will assist students in making career choices, provide guidance for students as they determine their educational goals, contribute to overall student development, enhance student retention and graduation rates, and improve student satisfaction with the quality of life on campus

“The program exposes faculty members to non-curricular student issues and environments, increases their familiarity with student concerns, and provides a unique perspective on the overall experience of being a student at Cameron that will assist in improving all aspects of university life,” said John McArthur, Ph.D., Vice President for Academic Affairs.
As a member of the Communication Department, Crandon will expand the school’s public relations offerings.  Crandon said he hopes to add five or six more courses to Cameron’s current public relations curriculum.
“Cameron’s communication programs are widely known and have seen some great success.  The debate program is a nationally recognized program.  Cameron broadcast and journalism students are extremely successful.  Now, we’re going to take the public relations area to the next level,  offering students a top notch field of study,” he said.
Crandon said he was humbled and honored to be selected for the position and appreciates the overwhelming support he has received from his new colleagues as they face the new challenge together.

“The students are ready.  The interest is there.  We are very excited about the changes coming to the program and the benefits it will bring to students.”
-more-
Crandon, ADD TWO
Crandon received a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Communication and a Master of Arts Degree in Mass Communication from Pittsburg State University.  He earned a doctorate in communication from The University of Tennessee in Knoxville.
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