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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Sept. 11, 2006
CU Faculty member donates $10,000 for poetry contest
A Cameron University professor may help discover the next Robert Frost or Emily Dickinson. John Morris, PhD., Professor of English and Foreign Languages, recently donated $10,000 to the Cameron University Foundation to recognize outstanding undergraduate students of poetry at the University.
“My mother instilled in me a love of writing, and this contest is one small way to honor her,” said Morris.  “Cameron presents awards for fiction and non-fiction writing and now students with a passion for poetry can be recognized.”
The contest will be open to all CU undergraduate students.  A panel of judges composed of faculty from the Cameron University Department of English and Foreign Languages and creative writing faculty from other colleges and universities will determine the winner through evaluation of submitted student works. The first award will be presented in April 2007.  The winner of the contest will receive $150.  Once earnings from the donation are sufficient, Second and Third Place Awards will be granted, as well.
“We commend Dr. Morris for his charitable act,” said Bob Milner, Vice President for University Advancement.  “We hope this award will further encourage the interest and performance of CU students in poetry.”
John McArthur, Ph.D., Vice President for Academic Affairs echoed similar enthusiasm for Morris’ donation and commitment to Cameron.
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 “Dr. Morris is an outstanding university servant,” McArthur said. “This donation is just one more way that he demonstrates his devotion to students and to Cameron University.”
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