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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, March. 3, 2005

Cameron University’s Southwest AHEC forms health consortium with other area institutions

Today, as never before, rural Oklahoma is challenged to meet the healthcare needs of its citizens. Rural hospitals struggle to find qualified employees and educational centers must first locate and then train students interested in health careers.

Higher education institutions and career technology centers in Southwest Oklahoma have developed a solution to these challenges by forming the Southwest Area Healthcare Consortium. The consortium’s mission is to help provide quality healthcare by planning meaningful programs and services to address the unique needs of this area of Oklahoma.

The process began in November 2004 when the Director of Allied Health at Western Oklahoma State College (WOSC) sought partners to plan a nursing fair for graduating students in the spring semester. 

Through that conversation, CU’s Southwest Area Health Education Center (SWAHEC) and the University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center came together with WOSC and requested feedback from career tech centers, hospitals and clinics across the region concerning the need for a consortium to help area facilities. 

The feedback received was conclusive: there was a need for a collaborative effort to address the healthcare needs of the area.
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consortium, ADD ONE

The first consortium project will be to hold two healthcare fairs. The first will take place from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday, March 9, at the WOSC campus in Altus, and the second fair will be held from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday, March 23, at Cameron University in Lawton. 

“This venture is unlike any other healthcare fair either institution has sponsored,” said Southwest AHEC director Kelley Hall. “It features both a recruitment aspect, as well an educational element.”

While many local and rural healthcare providers in Southwest Oklahoma are challenged to meet staffing demands, Hall said the healthcare fairs hope to address the issue by inviting local and rural healthcare providers to recruit current college and career tech students, as well as those from the general public who attend and are interested in changing careers. 

The educational component of the fair is a unique opportunity. Roughly 30 professionals in various healthcare professions will be available to answer questions about their occupations, including where to get training for their specialty, how much money graduates can expect to earn and possible pitfalls. The public is invited to attend.

The healthcare fairs are brought to the community by the support of the following organizations:  Cameron University, Western Oklahoma State College, the University of Oklahoma, Great Plains Area Technology Center, Southwest Medical Center, Physicians Manpower, INTEGRIS-Clinton Regional Hospital, Indian Territory Home Health, Jackson County Memorial Hospital, The Southwest Oklahoma Development Association, the Association of South-Central Oklahoma Governments and SWAHEC.  

“The consortium and healthcare fairs mark the beginning of an exciting time for Southwest Oklahoma,” Hall said. “In recent history, there has not been another time that higher education, technology centers, rural healthcare providers and auxiliary organizations have joined forces to address the individual needs of this region.”  

For more information, please contact Hall at SWAHEC, 580/581-2852.
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