[image: image1.jpg]WWw.cameron. edu i

2800 W. Gore Blvd. 580-581-2211 |

Lawton, OK 735?5 aaaaa ﬂ@camer




For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Feb. 15, 2008
CU Alumni Association to present awards at weekend luncheon
The Cameron University Alumni Association will recognize the winners of its 2007 Distinguished Alumni, Outstanding Young Alumni and Faculty Hall of Fame Awards during its annual Alumni Luncheon on Saturday, Feb. 23 at noon in the Shepler Ballroom.  
“Cameron University’s alumni have made significant contributions to society both locally and around the world,” said Jennifer Bowen, CU’s Director of Alumni Relations. “The alumni awards are a way to honor Cameron alumni whose accomplishments and lives have brought credit to the institution by distinguishing themselves in their careers, in service to their communities or through continued support of Cameron.”

The Distinguished Alumni Award honors Cameron alumni of eleven or more years who have made significant contributions to society and whose accomplishments have brought credit to Cameron by distinguishing themselves in their careers, in their service to their communities and through their continued support of Cameron University.  The 2007 recipients of this award are Lloyd Sumner, Ph.D., Class of 1989 and Lloyd Brooks Mitchell, Class of 1941.

Sumner graduated from Cameron with a Bachelor of Science degree in chemistry, and although he was busy supporting his family while attending the CU, he still found time to be involved in activities such as the Science Club.  After graduating from Cameron, he earned his doctorate degree in analytical chemistry from Oklahoma State University.  He has had an outstanding scientific career and is nationally recognized as a specialist in his field.  Sumner joined the prestigious Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation in 1999 and is an
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associate scientist and head of the biological mass spectrometry plant division.
Mitchell earned an associate’s degree from then Cameron State Agricultural college.  While at Cameron, he took part in the Civilian Pilot Training Program.  After spending years in the military, Mitchell obtained bachelor’s and master’s degrees in agronomy from Oklahoma State University.  He continued his outstanding service to his country in leadership and supervisory positions for 24 years with the Bureau of Indian Affairs.  Before retiring, he was self-employed in real estate appraisals and owned Mitchell Appraisal Service for more than 27 years.  
The Outstanding Young Alumni Award is presented to Cameron alumni who graduated within the last ten years.  The recipients are Brad Zerger, Class of 2000 and Eric J. Johnson, Class of 1997.
Zerger graduated magna cum laude from Cameron University with a bachelor’s degree in business administration with an emphasis in finance.  A PLUS scholar while at Cameron, he is currently a Senior Vice President and Trust Investment Officer with BancFirst in Oklahoma City where he serves as the manager of the investment group for the bank’s $3 billion Trust & Investment Management Division.  In 2006, Zerger was recognized as an Acclaimed Aggie by Cameron University.  He also serves on Cameron’s Centennial Commission and is a member of the CU Alumni Association.  A member of the Oklahoma Arts Institute endowment committee, Zerger was also a graduate of Leadership Oklahoma City Linking Oklahoma City’s Young Adult Leaders (LOYAL) Class I.  He also participates in the Downtown Club of Oklahoma City.

Johnson received his Bachelor of Accounting degree from Cameron University in 1997.  He went on to earn masters degrees in business administration and management information systems from The University of Oklahoma.  While attending Cameron, Johnson was involved in the Accounting Club and Students in Free Enterprise.  He also received the School of Business Key Award.  However, his enthusiasm to stay involved didn’t end when he left Cameron.  In 2005, he was recognized by the OKC Business Journal as one of Oklahoma City’s “Top 40 Under 40” professionals.  He is active in the Downtown Lions Club of Oklahoma City and received the organizations “New Lion of the Year” award in 2005.  In August, Johnson
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was promoted to Assistant Dean for Administration for the College of Pharmacy at the OU Health Sciences Center. 
The Faculty Hall of Fame Award honors current or retired faculty who have taught a minimum of five years at Cameron and emphasizes teaching effectiveness, positive impact on students’ lives and involvement at Cameron outside of the classroom and in the community.  The recipients are Abdulhamid Sukar, Ph.D., Professor of Economics in the School of Business and Katherine Liontas-Warren, Professor of Art in the School of Liberal Arts.

Cameron professor of economics Abdulhamid Sukar, Ph.D., earned a doctorate degree in economics from Texas Tech University in Lubbock, Texas; a master’s degree in economics from West Texas State University in Canyon, Texas and a bachelor’s degree in statistics from Addis Ababa University in Ethiopia.  He came to Cameron in 1987 as an assistant professor of economics, was promoted to associate professor in 1996 and to professor in 1998.  While at Cameron, he has earned the prestigious Fulbright Hays Senior Teaching and Research Award, the Southwest Oklahoma Advanced Technology Distinguished Research Award and the Cameron University School of Business Lifetime Research Award.  In addition, he has written numerous journal articles and presented more than 35 business forums in Lawton and the surrounding area.
Cameron University professor of art Katherine Liontas-Warren earned a bachelor’s degree in studio art from Southern Connecticut State University in New Haven Conn., and a Master of Fine Arts from Texas Tech University in Lubbock, Texas.  Liontas-Warren has achieved national recognition as an acclaimed artist having exhibited in numerous shows and competitive exhibitions throughout the United States and Europe.  Many of her drawings are in permanent collections across the nation and can be seen in university galleries and private institutions.
Nominations for the awards are accepted annually by May 1.  For further information, contact the Cameron Alumni Office, 2800 W. Gore Blvd, Lawton OK 73505; by phone at 580-581-2988; by e-mail at alumni@cameron.edu; or visit the website at http://www.cameron.edu/alumni.
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