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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, June 3, 2004

Lawton-Fort Sill Arts Council, CU art department

to ‘Celebrate the Creative Spirit’ on June 10
The public is invited to “Celebrate the Creative Spirit” with the Lawton/Ft. Sill Arts Council at its June 10 meeting. The organization will meet at 7 p.m. in Room 107 of Cameron University’s Art Building, located in the Louise D. McMahon Fine Arts Complex. 
Opening the meeting is a screening of “Painter’s Passion,” a 15-minute film from the television show, “Miracle.”  This segment focuses on award-winning artist Peggy Chun, a former Lawton resident who now lives in Hawaii. 
Chun’s colorful and whimsical artwork captures the spirit of Hawaii and can be found in both private and corporate collections around the globe. She has been commissioned to create works for Absolut Vodka, legendary Hawaiian performer Nona Beamer, Punahou School, the Saint Francis Hospital Foundation, Hawaiian Airlines, Hulihe'e Palace, Queen Emma Summer Palace (Haniakamalama), the Sheraton Moana Hotel, the Sheraton Princess Kaiulani Hotel, Outrigger Hotels and Mariott's Ko Olina development.  
Although Chun was diagnosed with Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis – better known as Lou Gehrig’s Disease – in 2002, she continues to pursue her art.
Also scheduled is a presentation and demonstration on art therapy by Kay Foster, whose private practice, “The Art House,” specializes in a creative approach to wellness. Foster teaches at Pat Henry Elementary School in Lawton, and is a Licensed Professional Counselor and registered art therapist.  
“There are lots of misconceptions about what art therapy is,” Foster said. “It’s not a magic act where the therapist can read a person’s innermost thoughts by looking at a single piece of art.”  Instead, her overview of art therapy will illustrate through demonstration that it is a process-centered discipline. 
The evening will end with a short film about American photorealist painter Chuck Close, who is considered by many to be among the 50 most influential people in the art world and a leader in the photorealist style. Close uses exacting grids from large-frame Polaroid pictures to recreate the image on canvas with paint using different mark-making techniques.  
His involvement in art has helped Close overcome many difficulties since his childhood, which was filled with many personal tragedies. Because he was dyslexic, everyone considered him dumb and lazy. At age four his father bought him his first paint set and easel, providing him with a vehicle to cope with his obstacles.
Although he was told to forget about college because of his dyslexia, Close went on to earn degrees from the University of Washington and Yale. 
A spinal blood clot left him a quadriplegic in 1988, but he has continued to paint and has kept his place as one of the nation’s great painters.  
“Celebrate the Creative Spirit” is open to the public.  For details, contact Denise Waible with Lawton/Ft.Sill Arts Council at 580/355-3211, or the CU Department of Art at 580/581-2450.
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