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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Sept. 27, 2007

CU professor to discuss murals
Sally Soelle, Ph.D., professor of history at Cameron University, will give a national literary Big Read initiative presentation in the Cameron Library Reading Room at noon on Wednesday, Oct. 3.  Soelle’s illustrated presentation will explore the genre of mural painting, focusing on the murals executed in Oklahoma by a number of Native American artists during the Depression era.

According to Soelle, the Roosevelt administration developed several projects intended to ease unemployment among artists and secure artistic embellishments for public buildings.  The Section of Fine Arts Project became well-known for work across the country, particularly for its decoration of small-town post offices.  In Oklahoma, regional artists, including a number of young Native American muralists, painted such works in community post offices and other public buildings, bringing national attention to their work and to the history of the state.  Soelle will illustrate in her presentation the significance of these art projects, the emergence of the Native American artists in Oklahoma, and the impact of federal art patronage across the country.

On Oct. 10, three contemporary Native American muralists, Quannah Parker Burgess, Jose Lucero, and Huzo Paddlety, will discuss their works as inspired by the flat style and decorative style paintings of the past.  Many American Indians view this style as “traditional” and this particular style has become highly collectable and appreciated.  The presentation will also take place at noon in the Library Reading Room.  
A bus tour will be provided on Saturday, Oct. 13, to include murals in the Anadarko Post Office, Southern Plains Indian Museum in Anadarko, and the capitol rotunda murals in Oklahoma City.  The bus tour will 
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originate at the Comanche Nation College campus at 10 a.m.  This event will allow participants to experience the wealth of murals which exists in their own area and to assimilate information about their heritage and culture.

These three events are free and open to the public.  Both the lectures and the bus tour have been funded by a grant from the Oklahoma Humanities Council.
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