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Hold for Release until 2 p.m. April 1, 2004  – Lawton, OK
Training exercise at Cameron University

helps grow Army cadets’ leadership skills

Motorists driving along Gore Boulevard Thursday afternoon may have thought they were witnessing an invasion of Lawton.  Actually, it was a training exercise involving cadets in Cameron University’s Reserve Officer Training Corps program.
The exercise, held on the western edge of campus in the wooded area along Wolf Creek, enabled CU military science instructors to evaluate cadets on their ability to negotiate a patrol.  The training is all part of preparing the cadets for Operation Warrior Forge 2004. 
Warrior Forge, the ROTC’s leader development and assessment course, is the most important training element for an Army ROTC cadet or National Guard officer candidate.  The 32-day event, hosted by Fort Lewis, Wash., incorporates a wide range of subjects designed to develop and evaluate leadership ability.  The challenges are rigorous and demanding, both mentally and physically.  
Warrior Forge tests the intelligence, common sense, ingenuity and stamina of its 5,000 participants. These challenges provide a new perspective on an individual's ability to perform exacting tasks and to make difficult decisions in demanding situations. It places cadets and officer candidates in a variety of leadership positions, many of which simulate stressful combat situations.  In each position, cadets receive evaluations from platoon tactical and counseling officers and noncommissioned officers.  
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In addition to proving leadership ability, cadets and officer candidates must meet established standards in physical fitness, weapons training, communication and combat patrols, and demonstrate proficiency in many military skills.  
Cadets and officer candidates must excel at Warrior Forge to be considered competitive for a commission as an Army officer.
Thursday’s exercise at Cameron involved setting up patrols – missions to gather information or to conduct combat operations.  Each patrol lane is designed to test a cadet’s ability to guide his or her platoon or squad in organization, initial planning and coordination requirements, and coordination of departure and reentry of friendly lines in a patrol base. 
Cadets were arrayed in full “battle-rattle,” including camouflage face paint and flak jackets.  
Army Chief of Staff Gen. Pete Schoomaker has made it a priority to create more realistic training scenarios for all trainees in an effort to reinforce the “warrior ethos.”  
“One of our responses to General Schoomaker’s guidance has been to acquire flak jackets to create a ‘real-world’ feel for cadets,” said Lt. Col. William Finley, chair of CU’s military science department.  “Wearing body armor not only adds more weight to their combat load, it also significantly increases the amount of heat generated during their movements. These are factors they will have to face during future deployments.”
Finley’s concerns are well-grounded. Four of his department’s recent graduates were deployed to Iraq as young lieutenants over the past year.  A former cadet battalion commander from Oklahoma State University, who graduated last year, was killed during his first two weeks in Iraq.  
“The ROTC cadre here at Cameron are not only preparing our cadets for success in Warrior Forge, we also want them prepared for the future combat operations many of them will face during their first year as commissioned officers,” Finley said. 
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Editors and Broadcasters: The media is welcome to witness Thursday’s exercise. Cadets will meet near McCord Field off 38th Street at 2 p.m., where they will receive a brief overview of the training event. Cadets will then move out in squad-size elements to begin their training. Training will conclude with another formation near the baseball field at approximately 5 p.m. For details, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211, or Capt. Kenneth Mitchell, CU assistant professor of military science, at 580.581.2901.  
