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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Feb. 16, 2006
Cameron University Speech and Debate team brings home sweepstakes awards 

The Cameron University Speech and Debate team recently traveled to the University of Oklahoma to participate in the OU Sweetheart Debate Invitation Tournament.  

Cameron successfully swept the 1st place Debate Sweepstakes beating schools such as University of Arkansas, the College of Southwest Texas and Texas State University at San Marcus.
Varsity team members, Sarah Collins, senior speech communications major from Lawton, and Zach Fort, senior speech communications major from Mannford, captured 1st place in parliamentary debate with a perfect preliminary round score of 6-0.  

Melissa Rust, junior speech communications major from Lawton, placed sixth out of 30 students in the debate speaking. Also attributing to the sweepstakes award was Bethany Beck, sophomore speech communications major from Lawton, Cathryn Good, freshman communications major from Tipton, and Lauren Barbour, freshman history major from Lawton.

“These recent wins can be attributed to great team effort and support,” said Tyler Thornton, CU’s speech and debate coach.  “The students have worked hard and I am proud of our team for coming together to make success happen.” 

The team also traveled to Texas Tech University at the end of January where they captured the third place overall individual events competition beating out state rival OU. 
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Speech and debate, ADD ONE
The team will attend several upcoming competitions including: the State of Oklahoma tournament, Pi Kappa Delta Nationals in Gatlinburg, Tennessee, the American Forensics Association National Individual Events Championship in Gainesville, Florida, and the National Parliamentary Debate Association National Championship at Oregon State University. 
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