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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Oct. 2, 2007
CU Student Support Service celebrates milestone
The Cameron University Student Support Services (SSS) recently celebrated its 20th year of serving students.  The program opened its office doors October 1, 1987, in Nance-Boyer Hall and quickly filled the roster with students who were the first generation in their families to earn a bachelor’s degree.

Over the past two decades, SSS has helped more than 2,000 students adjust to college life by providing academic advisement, enrollment, peer mentoring, tutoring, financial aid information, educational planning, special classes, and a variety of academic enrichment workshops and cultural activities.   Program participants must meet federally-mandated criteria to be admitted to the program.  They must demonstrate academic need for the program and be a first generation college student, meet low-income requirements, or have a documented disability.

SSS Mentor Coordinator Kay Love was among the first participants to join the program.  Returning to campus as a non-traditional student with a disability, Love recalls her first experience on campus as being “overwhelming.”    
“I was enrolled by a staff member of the disability services office and hid out in his office between classes,” Love said.  “Finding and joining SSS helped me to learn to study better and to manage my time in order to balance classes and a family.  SSS helped me to become more confident about my abilities as a student.”
-more-

SSS, ADD ONE
After graduating with honors with a bachelors’ degree in psychology at Cameron, Love went on to complete a master’s degree in social work at the University of Oklahoma before returning to CU’s program as an employee.  

“While she does not talk much about her own challenges in finishing college or establishing her career it is important to note that Kay became totally blind before she finished her bachelor’s degree,” said Suzanne Aplin, director of SSS.  “As an academic counselor, students are very impressed by her down-to-earth, yet optimistic view about their lives, their goals, and their opportunities.  She leads and motivates them by her example and is, without doubt, one of Cameron University's best student retention tools.”
Most of the current SSS staff members were first generation college students themselves, and they are all committed to helping participants stay in school and reach their graduation goals, Aplin added.  

In addition to the three academic counselors on staff, five SSS tutoring labs are staffed by professional and peer tutors who provide regular assistance for math, science, English, computer skills, and reading/study strategies. 

Funded under Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965, the Student Support Services program is one of the TRIO family of programs established to provide educational opportunity for all Americans regardless of race, ethnic background, or economic circumstance.  There are 953 funded SSS programs in the country and 23 of those programs are in Oklahoma.  One hundred percent of the total cost of the Student Support Services program for 2006-07($368,403) is financed with federal money.
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