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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, April 27, 2007
Cameron University graduating class of 2007 filled with memorable stories of family, effort

Cameron University will honor the class of 2007 at its annual commencement ceremony at 7:30 p.m., Friday,  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1May 4, at Cameron Stadium in Lawton. 

For many of the graduates, commencement represents more than the final step in their collegiate career. Included below are stories of family celebration, determination and personal accomplishment. 

Kevin Kimbell (youngest) 
The youngest graduate this year is 19 years old. Kevin Kimbell has earned an associate’s degree in interdisciplinary studies.   

A Lawton native, Kimbell graduated from Eisenhower Senior High School.  He plans to attend Great Plains Technology Center and become a network administrator.  He said the education and encouragement he received at Cameron will help him achieve his goal.
“The faculty and staff at Cameron are wonderful,” said Kimbell.  “They are helpful and encourage students to take on all we can to pursue our dreams.”

Theresa Duncan (oldest) 
When Theresa Duncan’s husband passed away, she had already spent a lifetime raising six children.  Using her husband’s Veteran Administration benefits, Duncan embarked on a journey to fulfill a lifelong 
dream of a college education.  She earned associate’s and bachelor’s degrees from Oscar Rose Junior 

 -more-
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College (now Rose State College) while raising three grandchildren.  In 2004, Duncan yearned for more.  She began classes at Cameron University toward a Master of Science in Behavioral Sciences, and today at 72, she is the oldest member of this year’s class.  
“It feels so good,” Duncan said of finishing her degree.  “I am the first person in my father’s family to receive a college degree, much less a master’s degree.  To come this far at my age feels very good.”

Duncan has spent the last several years raising two great-grandchildren.  She said that experience prompted her to work toward a master’s degree in Behavioral Sciences.

“Times have changed so much, and children are so different today,” Duncan said.  “I plan to use my degree to counsel young people whether it’s through a church or another organization.  With my life experience and my education, I can make a difference.”

CU’s international students:

This spring, 52 international students from 16 countries will graduate from Cameron University, including 12 who have earned master’s degrees.  

With homes in Australia, Behrain, Brazil, Cameroon, Dominica, Grenada, Jordan, Macedonia, Mexico, Nepal, Nigeria, Poland, South Korea, St. Kitts & Nevis, St. Lucia and Vietnam, these graduates traveled a combined distance of more than 223,500 miles to attend Cameron University.  Hailing from Australia and traveling the greatest distance, graduate Greg Patton traveled more than 8,700 miles to attend Cameron University.

Philip Kinslow

Philip Kinslow was in his early 20’s, a college student still exploring options for his future, when an automobile accident in May 1999 left him with permanent paralysis, forcing him to completely revise the way he lives. 

Kinslow is matter-of-fact about his accident, a nighttime automobile wreck that damaged the fourth, fifth and sixth vertebrae in his spine. Today, he is paralyzed in most of his extremities.

"I can move my arms, but not my fingers or hands," he said, noting he uses a motorized wheelchair to get around campus.

He originally entered college in spring 1996, starting out as a business major, then changing to psychology.  The wreck put his college career on hold.  Three years after his accident, he returned to Cameron, changing his major to study management information systems, a business school discipline that centers on information systems common to almost any business.

"Some of it's easy, some of it's hard," Kinslow said, frankly. "It kind of depends on what the problem is, but it mostly comes pretty easy to me."

His favorite aspect: "This is something I can do, despite my physical limitations."

The most obvious limitation in a computer classroom -- manipulating a keyboard -- is overcome with a wrist brace and pointer, and a track ball rather than the traditional mouse.  Today, at age 29, Kinslow is a graduate of Cameron University receiving a Bachelor of Business Administration in Management Information Systems.

Ballah Howard

Ballah Howard was born in Liberia and attended school in the town of Bong Mines until age 12.  After civil war erupted, rebels took over the town.  His father was killed in the war, and his mother did everything possible to keep Howard from being persuaded by the intense rebel recruitment.  Eventually, his mother secured enough money to ensure safe passage out of the country for herself, Howard, his three sisters and a few other relatives.  
Howard and his family became refugees in the neighboring country of Ivory Coast.  As a refugee, he learned French in order to continue his education.  When the Catholic Church opened an English-speaking school near his refugee camp, Howard began taking classes and soon graduated with honors. 
After his mother secured political asylum for Howard and his family, he moved to the United States.  Soon after, he enlisted in the U.S. Army.

“Growing up in Liberia, I remember the U.S. soldiers coming to get the U.S. citizens out of the country during the war,” said Howard.  “I was impressed with their professionalism and promised myself if I ever came to the US, I would become a soldier.”

Howard attended basic training at Ft. Jackson, S.C., and completed Advanced Individual Training at Ft. Lee, Va., becoming an automated logistics specialist.  His first duty station was at Ft. Hood, Texas and during his time there he was honored as Battalion Non Commissioned Officer of the quarter.  He reported to Ft. Sill in 2002 and deployed to Iraq with the 588th Maintenance Company.  

After returning from Iraq, Howard had dreams of becoming an officer.  Like many who came before him, influences from previous commands led to the decision.   Sergeant Howard became Cadet Howard after gaining acceptance to Cameron University’s ROTC program on an Active Duty Option in the fall of 2005. As a Military Science Level Four Student, Howard is serving as the Battalion Cadet Sergeant Major.  He is graduating with a Master’s Degree in Behavioral Sciences and commission into the Quartermaster Corps.

Dorothea M. (Dottie) Kinsman 
Dottie Kinsman thinks of her husband everyday, but especially on the days she is in class.  Sergeant First Class Dennis Kinsman spent 20 years serving his country.  He died shortly after turning in his retirement papers.  If not for her husband’s 20 years of sacrifice, Dottie Kinsman said she would not be graduating with a bachelor’s degree from Cameron university.

“Whatever I have accomplished at Cameron has been to honor my husband,” said Kinsman.  “I have been able to reap the benefits of his 20 years of service to finance my education, and that is something I think about every single day.”

Kinsman began her journey to a Bachelor of Science degree at Western Oklahoma State College in the fall of 1999.  This would not be unusual were it not for the fact that she was in her 40’s, had been a widow for the last seven years and was raising six children by herself with no other source of income except what she could provide.  
-more-
In spite of these obstacles, she set high standards of achievement for herself.  She brought to Cameron a 4.0 grade point average from her previous college experience and started on a Bachelor of Science degree with a major in Multimedia Design.  Still, roadblocks to success continued to arise.  Her son became ill from time to time and a reason for his illness was slow to be diagnosed.  Kinsman, with outward serenity and inner turmoil, continued to persevere.  Fortunately, her youngest son, still in high school, now has control of his illness. 

“The professors in multi media design have been such a blessing,” she said.  “We’re like a big family.  The professors give such personal attention.  They know me, and I got to know them.  They provided me with such encouragement.”

While spending many hours in doctors’ offices and many nights juggling her family, her studies, and an instructional design internship, Kinsman continued to maintain a high level of achievement.  She has a combined GPA of 3.959 and today does more than just graduate from Cameron University; she leaves behind a legacy of perseverance in the face of obstacles and of serenity in the midst of tribulations.  
“This day means so much to me and my family,” Kinsman said.  “My daughter was a junior when I started at Cameron.  I took her to her first day of kindergarten, and then she took me to my first day of college.  I will miss Cameron and all the wonderful professors who have helped me so much.”
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