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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Jan. 21, 2005

Cameron University students, GPIF ready to help with the headache of filing taxes 

Taxpayers beware: April 15 is coming. 

As the dread of that deadline draws near and the fuss of filing fills the air, Cameron University students, the Great Plains Improvement Foundation (GPIF) and community volunteers have banded together to open a Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) site.

Coordinated by the Oklahoma Small Business Development Center (OSBDC), the Cameron-GPIF VITA site will offer free tax preperation for low- to moderate-income families that meet two simple requirements. 

“Anyone who makes $36,000 or less and does not itemize their tax return can use this service,” explained John D. Veal Jr., business coordinator for OSBDC and VITA site coordinator. “We cannot do returns that have stock transactions, business income and other complicated items.  We do very basic, simple returns.” 

The CU-GPIF site will open for operation Tuesday, Jan. 25, and will continue operating from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays until April 12. On March 5, the site will begin weekend hours, offering tax preparation from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturdays. The site is located on the second floor of the GPIF office at 2nd SE Lee Blvd. 
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Cameron has traditionally operated one of the Lawton VITA sites; however for the 2005 tax season, the university and the GPIF, a community action agency, joined efforts at the behest of the Internal Revenue Service.

“This year the IRS has made a nationwide effort to coordinate serving communities in the most efficient way possible,” said John A. Bachelor III, assistant professor of accounting and supervisor of the CU students working the site.  “The IRS approached the Lawton VITA sites and asked us to consider the most efficient ways possible to serve the community.  The partnership between Cameron and GPIF was born out of those discussions.”

Currently, the 16 accounting students enrolled in Cameron’s VITA class, along with former CU students now volunteering, constitute the bulk of the site’s staff. Students enrolled in the VITA class receive one credit hour for their advance training and on-site work. 

However, enrolling in the VITA class is not as simple as filling out a form. Students must complete a three-credit-hour “Individual Income Tax” course, take three IRS volunteer certification tests and go through six hours of IRS tax software training. 
Bachelor said the benefits of working the VITA site far outweighs the effort expended.

“First and foremost, the students get the satisfaction of knowing that they’ve served the community in a way that saved money for those who needed it most,” Bachelor said. “The VITA experience also gives students a unique qualification that is attractive to prospective employers. The hands-on experience the students get while preparing actual tax returns will be a definite advantage for them when they seek employment.”

Bachelor’s students agree. 

“This class is the capstone for the tax training I have had in various other tax classes at Cameron,” said accounting major Chris Bishop. “After learning the theory of tax law and tax accounting, it is great to see how real-life tax work is done.”

Veal added that all students and volunteers are trained to handle certain credits that clients may qualify for,
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such as Earned Tax Credit and Child Tax Credit.  These special credits can provide up to $4,200 more on a client’s return. 
Those wishing to have their taxes prepared at the CU-GPIF VITA site should bring the following items: photo identification; Social Security cards and birth dates for primary, secondary and dependents on the tax return; wage and earning statements (Forms W-2, W-2G, 1099-R, from all employers); interest and dividend statements from banks (Forms 1099); a copy of last year’s federal and state returns if available; account numbers for direct deposit; amounts paid for daycare and the daycare provider’s identifying number.

Veal said for married couples filing a joint tax return electronically, both spouses must be present to sign the required forms.

“The Cameron-Great Plains Foundation site is important because we provide a major service at no cost to the client,” Veal said. “Everyone needs their taxes done and with today’s electronic filing systems, clients are receiving refunds in record time.”

For more information, contact the GPIF at 580/353-2364.
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