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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Jan. 14, 2004

‘da Vinci Code’ research to be presented at CU

Myths and conspiracy theories abound in Dan Brown’s latest novel, The da Vinci Code, which has stirred a great deal of controversy since its publication.  Two Cameron University students put the novel’s theories to the test and will present the results of their research in a public forum next week.
Lawton graduate education student Jana Brown and senior art major Donna Moore-LeMaster, originally from Ringling, were challenged by CU art history professor Dr. Barbara Kerr Scott to test the assertions in Brown’s novel, which is interwoven with proclaimed historical facts. In his introduction, which is set apart from the story, Brown claims that certain historical, artistic, architectural and other significant events in his story are true. Readers are challenged from the outset to accept this claim within the context of the story.
Brown and Moore-LeMaster will present their findings during a public forum at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 22, in the McCutcheon Recital Hall of Cameron’s McMahon Fine Arts Complex in Lawton.
Scott’s assignment developed around the way Brown weaves his story around proclaimed historical facts. She assigned students to read the novel, keep a log of their responses to it on several levels and create a list of research topics as they appeared throughout the story. 
From this list, students explored several areas of interest and noted the possibility of verifiable research, the types of sources they encountered online and in the library, and the availability and reliability of those sources. Students then wrote documented research papers of the length usually presented at academic conferences. 
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Scott came up with the idea for the research project after reading the book and realizing the research potential it contained.
“I was hooked by the concept of the novel from the moment I heard a review of it on National Public Radio several months ago,” Scott said. “When I finally got a copy, I read it in a day. It is a real page-turner. I was familiar with most of the historical and architectural setting, and some of the assumptions that are around in the popular culture.”
Scott’s assignment resulted in many engaging conversations with students about the ideas and real research potential that emerged from the novel. 

“The students were rewarded in their pursuit of an academic topic, expanding their interests in many areas, completing a project, and fielding questions from other students as well as teachers about their work.”
The one-hour presentation will include a question-and-answer session and a reception honoring Brown and Moore-LeMaster for their efforts. The forum is free and open to the public.
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Editors and Broadcasters: For more information, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211. 

