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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Sep 5, 2006
Cameron University welcomes 26th class of PLUS scholars

This year marks the 26th year that Cameron University has provided scholarships and leadership development through the Presidential Leaders and University Scholars (PLUS) program.  

The PLUS program is designed to reward students who have demonstrated academic excellence and outstanding leadership capabilities while in high school and to teach these students skills that will prepare them for dynamic leadership roles in their respective careers.
“PLUS is a very prestigious scholarship”, said Jennifer Holland, Dean of Student Services and past participant in the program.  “It is rewarding to watch students’ leadership skills develop as they progress through the program.”
Twenty-five students are chosen each year based on an application process that focuses on leadership experience, involvement in the community, grade point average, ACT/SAT scores, an essay on the topic of volunteerism and a formal interview.

Students selected for the program not only receive scholarships totaling almost $20,000, but also take part in a four-year leadership development program aimed at developing excellent citizens and professionals.
Students receive leadership training that helps them make the transition from high school to college, learn leadership theory, communication skills, group dynamics and problem solving.  In later years of the program, the focus shifts to presentation skills and preparation for beginning a career with such workshops as résumé writing, interviewing and making wise career decisions.

(more)
This year’s recipients come from across Oklahoma and combine a breadth of leadership and community service experiences.  The 2006-2007 PLUS class members are:
Apache: Stacey Carden – Chemistry 

Cache: J.B. Gisinger – Biology; Kevin LaSorsa – Elementary Education

Chattanooga: John Kirk – Undecided – Interests: communication, pharmacy, sports/fitness management; Katy Simpson – Undecided/education field

Chickasha: Jeris Jeffries – Graphic Design

Duncan: Jim Horinek – Journalism

Elgin: Ryan Faucett – Psychology or Religion

Latta: Tiffany Wilson – Theatre

Lawton: Cheri Doyle – Graphic Design (home school)
Lawton Christian: Christine Hanna – Chemistry; Margaret Hanna – Physical Therapy; Charles Kirby – Elementary Education

Lawton Eisenhower: Daniel Brown – Criminal Justice; Rachel Dyer – Psychology; Jeffery Jordan – Psychology

Lawton High: Amanda Finch – Business Administration or Public Relations; Katie Jones – Elementary Education or English; Chelsea Robertson – Criminal Justice

Lawton MacArthur: Kristina Bordelon – Nursing or Pre-Med; Ippi Elliott – Journalism; Julianne Moini – Psychology or Communications

Moore: Caitlyn Riedmann – Political Science

Tishomingo: Justin Cellum – Mathematics Education

Waurika: Jared Wood - Communications/Public Relations
· 30 – 
To help you personalize your coverage, the above list is a complete list of the 2006-2007 PLUS scholars with their intended area of study.  Students are listed by hometown and graduating high school.  Photos of each student are available upon request.
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