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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, May 3, 2004

CU professor’s award-winning documentary

accepted into Oklahoma City film festival 

“Pray’s Passion,” a documentary by Cameron University associate communication professor Dr. Matt Jenkins, has been accepted into the 2004 deadCENTER Film Festival.
Jenkins’ documentary chronicles the story of Glenn Pray, president and owner of the Auburn-Cord-Duesenberg Company in Broken Arrow.  In 1960 he succeeded at what others, including Preston Tucker, had tried and failed to do, build and sell a new car.  And not only did he do it once, he did it again and again.  First he introduced a modern version of the Cord automobile.  Then he introduced a modern version of the Auburn Speedster.  
“Pray’s Passion” was honored as best documentary at last month’s Bare Bones International Film Festival. 
Created in 2001, the ongoing mission of the deadCENTER Film Festival is to bring quality independent films to Oklahoma. This festival attracts filmmakers and film lovers from around the nation.  The name “deadCENTER” refers to the geographic location of Oklahoma City within the continental United States. 
As a member of the Cameron faculty, Jenkins earned the prestigious Harold and Elizabeth Hackler Award for Teaching Excellence in 2001.  His credits include “Historical Treasures, Stories of Our Past: The U.S.S. Nautilus,” a documentary covering the first nuclear-powered submarine to cross the North Pole which premiered at the Greenwich International Film Festival.
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“Pray’s Passion” will be screened at 1 p.m. June 12 at the Stage Center in Oklahoma City. The screening is open to the public and Jenkins is scheduled to attend.
For more information about the deadCENTER Film Festival, visit www.deadcenterfilms.org on the Internet. 
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Editors and Broadcasters: For details, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211. Interviews with Dr. Jenkins can be arranged by calling 580.581.5510.

