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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, May 1, 2006
Cameron prepares to celebrate master’s graduates at annual hooding ceremony
Cameron University will honor students who earned a master’s degree during the 2005-2006 academic year at the second annual CU Hooding Ceremony. 
The ceremony will be held at 6 p.m. on Friday, May 5 in the University Theatre.  

“A hooding ceremony is a special celebration for those students who have continued to reach new heights of excellence in higher education,” said Lance Janda, Assistant Vice President for Academic Affairs and Graduate Coordinator. “We are honored to recognize their effort and dedication to learning.” 

In preparation for the hooding ceremony, participants should contact the Office of Graduate Studies at 580.581.2987 to reserve seating for their guests. 
On the night of the ceremony, graduates should meet, organize and dress in academic regalia in the Studio Theatre, which is located inside the University Theatre. Graduates must bring all regalia, including hood, gown and cap. Hoods are to be carried draped on the right arm. Officials ask that graduates and their guests arrive no later than 5:45 p.m.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The evening’s keynote address will be delivered by Oklahoma Court of Criminal Appeals Judge David Lewis. Judge Lewis oversees the 5th District and is the first African American to serve on the Oklahoma Court of Criminal Appeals, the highest court in Oklahoma with appellate jurisdiction in criminal cases.  

(over)

Hooding Ceremony, ADD ONE
Before serving on the Court of Criminal Appeals, Lewis worked in a private law practice in Lawton for three years after graduating from the University of Oklahoma School of Law in 1983. Lewis then served four years as an Assistant District Attorney in Comanche County before becoming a Special District Judge for eight years. 

In 1999, Gov. Frank Keating appointed the native Oklahoman the District Judge for Comanche, Stephens, Cotton and Jefferson Counties. Three years later he served as the Chief Judge of the Comanche County Courthouse, where he remained until Gov. Brad Henry named him to the Oklahoma Court of Criminal Appeals. 

“We are honored to host Judge Lewis at this year’s hooding ceremony,” Janda said. “He will offer our graduates and guests great insight from his vast experiences on the bench.”  

The hooding ceremony will be immediately followed by a reception. For more information, contact the Office of Graduate Studies at 580.581.2987 or graduate@cameron.edu.
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