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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, July 8, 2004

Cameron University joins effort to promote
economic development in state’s rural areas
In an effort to counter the effects of declining populations and spotty economic growth in Oklahoma’s rural areas, Cameron University has joined an Oklahoma Department of Commerce-sponsored initiative bringing high-level statewide partners together to initiate the first steps of a new, multi-faceted rural economic development program.
While most of these organizations already have economic development elements to their operations, this marks the first time they have been brought together as a team to address the state’s rural economic future.
Initial partners include the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education, the State Department of Career Tech, Rural Enterprises of Oklahoma, Inc REI), and the Oklahoma Association of Regional Councils (OARC).  
Cameron has agreed to provide office space and support for a Southwest Oklahoma regional rural economic development specialist who will be hired as part of the first phase of a broad effort to revitalize rural areas.
(over)

rural economy, ADD ONE

 “Being asked to be a partner in this important effort is recognition on the part of the Department of Commerce that Cameron has become a player in Southwest Oklahoma’s economic development,” said CU president Cindy Ross.  “The university’s promotion of economic development through the creation of the Center for Emerging Technology and Entrepreneurial Studies and support of the Southwest Oklahoma Advanced Technology Association indicates that we are committed to improving the economy of the region.  Housing a rural economic development office gives us another tool to achieve this goal.”
Ross also noted that Lawton is a unique mix of rural and urban characteristics, making it well-suited to help shape the future of economic development in Southwest Oklahoma.
“It doesn’t matter where you live in Southwest Oklahoma – Altus, Duncan, Frederick, Snyder, Walters –high-tech entrepreneurship and technology-based jobs are becoming increasingly important to the state’s future. The goals we’ve set for CETES recognize that the jobs we are trying to attract and grow in Southwest Oklahoma are a different, but complementary, way of improving the economy and quality of life here.”
In addition to the Lawton office, which will be established at CU through the State Regents for Higher Education, similar operations will be established in the northwest, northeast and southeast parts of Oklahoma. OARC is providing a location at the Grand Gateway Economic Development Association in Big Cabin for the northeast office.  In the southeast, REI is providing office space at its corporate headquarters in Durant.  The state’s northwest office will be located inside the High Plains Technology Center in Woodward.
The effort is part of House Bill 2288, which was signed into law in June and called for the creation of a rural economic development plan and structure. 
Through its workforce development efforts, the Commerce Department is launching an extensive  research process that will, for the first time, pull together information on each section of the state’s industry sectors, workforce needs, and marketable assets.  Workforce development is considered a key component of the economic health and growth of rural Oklahoma.
“The common thread of the new economic frontier is interdependence as opposed to independence – 
(more)
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whether it is an agency of the state government, local chambers of commerce or communities within a region," said Kathy Taylor, Secretary of Commerce and Tourism. “We must pull together and work as a team, bringing all our resources to bear. Rural Oklahoma needs a strategic focus and this is a start in providing us with the resources to begin to address it.”
State Chancellor Paul Risser noted that the partnership represents a level of involvement that extends well beyond the establishment of the office locations. 
“This effort represents an important advance in the way we approach rural economic development,” Risser said.  “It provides a channel for us to proactively concentrate state and non-profit resources in ways that will specifically support rural economic development initiatives.”
Applications are now being accepted for the four rural economic development positions created as a result of this initiative. Those interested in applying can learn more by visiting the Oklahoma Department of Commerce Web site at http://www.odoc.state.ok.us. 
– 30 –

PR#04-154
Editors and Broadcasters: For more information, contact Meloyde Blancett-Scott with the Oklahoma Department of Commerce at 405.815.5209, or CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211. 

