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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, May 15, 2007
Former Elgin teacher receives Cameron’s inaugural Inspiring Minds Award
When Cameron student Kenzie Claunch heard about the Cameron University Inspiring Minds – Excellence in Education Award, her high school English teacher Linda Chaney immediately came to mind.   Cameron officials asked graduating seniors to nominate high school teachers or counselors who were particularly influential in their lives.

“Mrs. Chaney is the type of teacher who becomes invested in her students, challenging them, inspiring them, and preparing to let them go,” said Claunch.  “Even today when I write a paper, I can hear her suggestions in my mind.”

Chaney taught Claunch’s English class at Elgin High School.  Cameron officials were so impressed by her praise for her former teacher that they named Chaney the inaugural winner of the Inspiring Minds – Excellence in Education Award. Cameron University President Cindy Ross presented the award to Chaney today during the Elgin High School Awards Assembly.

“Teachers play a pivotal role in students’ lives,” said Ross.  “Linda Chaney has been an educator, a mentor and an inspiration to her students, and I am thrilled to present her with the first Cameron University Inspiring Minds – Excellence in Education Award.”
As part of the award, Ross presented Chaney a $500 stipend and a $500 donation to Elgin Public Schools.
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“Teachers don’t get many accolades.  Just knowing I helped a student and she’s done well, that’s really what it’s all about,” said Chaney. “The students are the rewarding part of the job, and they make it worthwhile.”
Chaney taught English at Elgin High School for eight years.  She graduated from Cameron University with a Bachelor of Arts degree in English and taught English for 29 years before retiring in 2006.
Elgin Superintendent Tom Crimmins said Cameron could not have chosen a more worthy recipient for the award.

“Linda is an outstanding teacher,” said Crimmins.  “Her students excel in college English, and many times, we hear from those students that the reason for their success is her instruction and guidance.”
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