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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Jan. 6, 2006
Cameron University receives more than $620,000 from B.H. and Flora Brewer Trust 
B.H. “Burney” and Flora Brewer loved education. Married for more than 60 years, the Brewers lived a modest life teaching students across Southwest Oklahoma. 

On Friday, Jan. 6, 2006, the B.H. “Burney” and Flora Brewer Trust, which memorializes the couple who lived such dedicated lives, donated $620,651 to Cameron University. 

President Cindy Ross accepted the donation during a special ceremony in the Shepler Center Mezzanine’s Wichita Room, where she announced that the Brewer donation was the largest single estate gift from an individual in the university’s 98-year history.

The Brewer donation will be used to establish two, $250,000 endowed chairs and a $120,651 endowment for student scholarships in the Cameron University Department of Education. Pending approval, the endowed chairs will be matched by the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education (OSRHE), totaling the gift’s value to $1,120,651. SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
“The contribution to education generally and Cameron University specifically in the lives of Burney and Flora Brewer cannot be fully calculated,” Ross said. “Both Burney and Flora understood the power of education to changes lives; both touched an incalculable number of students’ lives during their professional careers. Now, through their foresight and generosity, Burney and Flora Brewer will continue to change lives through education. Their funds will live forever through these endowments, and Cameron will have a perpetual memorial to Burney and Flora Brewer.” 
 (over)

Brewer, ADD ONE
“We are extremely pleased that the Brewer Trust has provided two endowed chairs and scholarships for students pursing degrees in education,” said Judy Neale, Dean of the School of Education and Behavioral Sciences. “These funds will enable us to attract and retain nationally distinguished faculty and top students.”
Vice President for Academic Affairs Gary Buckley echoed Neale’s comments saying, “The Brewer gift will provide opportunities and experiences for future generations of Cameron students. The endowments will allow us to increase the most important elements of academia – quality teaching and student support.”
The Brewer’s donation increases Cameron’s total of endowed chairs to 10. 
Chris Meyers and Don Davis, Personal Representative for the Brewer Trust and former Cameron University President, were instrumental in Cameron receiving the Brewer gift. 
“The most enduring memory of Burney and Flora Brewer was their dedication as educators in rural Oklahoma,” said Davis, a longtime friend of the Brewer family. “They spent most of their careers in country schools before their affiliation with Cameron. This gift is special because it comes from a Cameron faculty member and administrator whose frugal lifestyle and shrewd investments have yielded three-quarters of a million dollars for the university’s school of education. Not many retired educators can make that kind of financial contribution.

“Both Burney and Flora would be pleased to know that their life’s work will be continued through the efforts of teachers prepared in Cameron’s outstanding teacher education program,” he said.  “Their gift will provide a great boost to Cameron academics.” 

In 1997, the Brewer Trust donated $125,000 to Cameron for the establishment of the B.H. and Flora Brewer Endowed Professorship in Instructional Technology. The donation was matched by the OSRHE to form a $250,000 endowment. All total the Brewer Trust has donated $745,651 to Cameron University. When the endowed faculty positions are matched by the OSRHE the value of the Brewer donations equals $1,370,651.  
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