[image: image1.png]R, News Release

ity Relations

CAMERON Government & Communi

UNIVERSITY {300 50750 e
Lawton, OK 73505

thescoop@cameron.edu





For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Nov. 10, 2004

Military service of Cameron students, faculty

remembered in Davis Student Union art display

Some called it “the War to End All Wars.”  To others, it was simply known as the “Great War.”
To the young men and women who attended the Cameron State School of Agriculture, it was the first war they would witness firsthand, rather than read about in a history book. It was also the first of many global conflicts that would see Cameron’s students, alumni and faculty called to the service of their country.
Thursday marks the 86th anniversary of the armistice that ended what would later come to be called World War I.  

To commemorate the service of Cameron’s students in that war and the ones that would follow, a display of military artwork was put on permanent display in the Clarence L. Davis Student Union today. The artwork is located to the right of the main entrance of the CU Bookstore, immediately off the union’s dining area.
The Sooner Plains Chapter of the U.S. Army Warrant Officer Association donated the prints to Cameron University.  The display consists of prints depicting combat scenes from World War I, World War II, the Korean War, Vietnam and the Persian Gulf – the globe’s five major military conflicts since Cameron’s founding.  Students and alumni served in each and, sadly, many sacrificed their lives for the cause of freedom.
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veterans, ADD ONE
“It is with a great deal of gratitude that we accepted these prints from the Warrant Officer Association,” said President Cindy Ross.  “Hundreds of young men and women from Cameron – from its high school days, through its junior college era, to its current status as a university – have proudly accepted the call to serve their country through military service.  
“I can think of no better way to recognize their service than with this display,” she continued.  “Not only does it honor our past students, faculty and alumni, it reminds our current students of the sacrifices made to protect their freedom.”
Veterans Day was an appropriate opportunity to open the display at the university, said CW5 (Ret.) Joseph Diaz, Mid-Southern Regional Director for the association.

“Those from Cameron who joined the service distinguished themselves by their willingness to risk their lives in defense of the freedoms we all cherish,” he said.  “These are among the best people our nation has to offer and we owe them our sincerest thanks.”
When World War I began, the boys of the Cameron State School of Agriculture were among the first to answer the call. Thirty-nine CSSA graduates enlisted. In fact, each graduating class from 1912 until 1918 sent at least one graduate to war. None is believed to have died in combat.
The 1918 Wichita, Cameron’s yearbook, recorded the names of alumni who fought in World War I, including Homer P. Turner, who was a member of the school’s first graduating class in 1912. Serving with him were 1913 graduate P.G. Scruggs, who became an agriculture professor at Cameron, and Byron Jolly, who enlisted immediately after his graduation in 1918.  Jolly would return to Cameron as a professor and coach following the war.
Another soldier serving in the war was Byron’s older brother, Beaumont, a 1916 CSSA graduate.  It was Beau who gave the name “Ole Kim” to Cameron’s mascot some 40 years later.
These alums were joined by Fred Beard, William Beaver, Dan Boyle, Sanford Brandon, Frederick Chapman, Joe Chancellor, Thomas Crouch, Eldon Cullers, Perry Doolittle, John Folk, Jack Frost, Frank Gilkerson, Anthony Gipson, Aubrey Hammond, Ben Harrison, James Hayth, Cedric Johnson, Kenneth
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Kirkpatrick, Sherman Krisher, John Miller, Fred Newberry, Horace Newsom, Kenneth Ray, Virgil Rinehart, Russell Roberts, Everett Shaw, Thomas Stringer, Herbert Sullivan, Joe Tillerson, Everett Townsend, Oral Tucker, Ray Watson, Bruce Wilkins, Bert Wise and Lewis Yaeger.
Of that group, described as “our soldier boys, once students of Cameron” the Wichita reminded readers that, “Be they here or ‘over there,’ Cameron students reserve a sacred place for them in the still, deep chambers of the heart.”
The armistice that signaled the end of hostilities was signed at 11 a.m. on Monday, Nov. 11, 1918.  The news was announced in special editions of local newspapers that sold hundreds of copies at 2 cents apiece.  Most residents chose to skip a trip to the local movie theaters to see Charlie Chaplin’s latest silent movie, “Helping Himself,” and instead spent the evening dancing in the streets to patriotic tunes played by community bands as they celebrated what one local newspaper described as “the greatest victory in history.” 
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