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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Apr. 17, 2007

CU professor authors book, schedules book signing
Cameron University Assistant Professor of History and Government Sarah Eppler Janda, Ph.D., has authored a book titled “Beloved Women: The Political Lives of LaDonna Harris and Wilma Mankiller,” recently published by Northern Illinois University Press. 
In an era when minorities struggled for recognition, Harris and Mankiller furthered the interests of Native Americans and forged a new place for women in politics by astutely playing accepted notions about ethnicity and gender to their own advantage. In the book, Janda examines the public identity these two women created for themselves and how, in turn, their respective identities shaped their political fortunes.
“Janda shows the way in which Mankiller and Harris experienced Indianness and femaleness and how this ultimately contributed to a wider understanding of avenues open to women in politics,” said Troy Johnson, California State University.
Janda will present a talk titled, “Gender, Indian Identity, and Creating the New Beloved Woman” at the University of Oklahoma’s Sam Noble Museum of Natural History on Sunday, April 29th from 2-4 p.m., followed by a book signing. 

A local presentation and book signing is scheduled for Thurs., May 17 from 7-9 p.m. at the Museum of the Great Plains in Lawton.
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“It has been a long process but I am glad the book is out. It is nice to have something tangible to hold in your hands after years of researching and writing. A study of LaDonna Harris and Wilma Mankiller, who are two of Oklahoma’s, and indeed the nation’s, most influential advocates of Native American and women’s rights, is especially timely as the state celebrates its centennial this year,” Janda said.

 
Although this is Janda’s first book, she is no stranger to the writing field. She has reviewed numerous books, published  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“‘Her Heritage is Helpful’: Race, Ethnicity, and Gender in the Politicization of LaDonna Harris,” Great Plains Quarterly in the Fall of 2005, and served in more than 10 panel discussions, lectures, session chairs and workshops. During 2002-2003 Janda was a historical consultant for The Museum of the Great Plains Exhibit for  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“A Struggle for Equality-A Community View”.
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