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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Nov. 4, 2004

Southwest AHEC, local groups recognized

for support of childhood immunization efforts
A Cameron University employee and the Southwest Area Health Education Center were part of a local contingent recognized recently by the Oklahoma Department of Health for their support of childhood immunization.
Coalitions from across the state met for a day-long immunization conference in Henryetta and the presentation of the first “Henryetta Huddle Awards.”  The football theme, “Let’s Work Together as a Team,” capitalized on the community’s fame as home of former Dallas Cowboys quarterback Troy Aikman.
Welcoming the group was State Sen. Frank Shurden of Henryetta.  Serving as “game announcer” was nurse Carol Means.  Participants discussed the outcome of a statewide survey on immunization, followed by a question-and-answer and suggestions on “How to Move the Ball Forward.”
Lawton awardees included Southwest AHEC and Jenny Breeden, clinical programs coordinator for the organization.  Others recognized were Lawton Success by Six and the Lawton Woman’s Forum-General Federation of Women’s Clubs. As a result of the involvement of the Oklahoma GFWC, the importance of immunization has been adopted as the focus of GFWC International for the next two years.
Assisting in the distribution of “most valuable player” awards was “Percy the Penguin,” while cheerleaders from Dewar High School cheered on the winners.

(over)

immunization, ADD ONE
In addition to the Lawton honorees, others recognized as “most valuable players” were Melissa Allphin, Jessica Anderson, Deborah Andrews, Jerry Appleby, Mary Baldwin, Dr. Cheryl Boyd, Charlotte Burton, Emily Burton, Dr. Charles Cook, Brenda Copeland, Rob Copeland, Kathy Kleine Crabtree, Terry Dally, Merrilee Egan, Gina Ferman, Jimmie Fish, Becky Grub, Jan Guin, Pamela Gutel, Joe Haraway, Amie Henry, Jennifer Hudspeth, Joe Kiern, Ed Kothera, Mary Jane Lindaman, Deniece Linn, Valerie Marr, Wayman McAllister, Carol Means, Marco Morrow, Phillip Parker, Kim Quin, Pam Rask, Elizabeth Redman, Carrie Reynolds, Shannon Robbins, Belinda Rogers, Heather Gray-Sajovic, Karen Schuenemann, Kayla Sellars, Brooke Townsend, Paula Wall, Dr. Don Wilber, Kim Wiles and the Oklahoma General Federation of Women’s Clubs, represented by its president, Juanita Fitz.
Southwest AHEC, which is under the guidance of Cameron University’s Division of Institutional Research and Support Services, works to improve the health of medically underserved communities in Southwest Oklahoma through recruitment, retention and enrichment of the healthcare workforce. 
Specifically, it works to prepare healthcare providers for a potential disaster, inform and educate school-age children about various health careers and provide job shadowing opportunities, provide rural clinical rotations for medical students, recruit and support a geriatric scholars program and support programs to encourage students to enroll in mathematics and science.
– 30 –

PR#04-259

Editors and Broadcasters: For details, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211. You may also contact Jenny Breeden or Kelley Gilbert at 580.581.2284

