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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, June 23, 2004

Regents give final okay for Cameron Village work
The Board of Regents for the University of Oklahoma, Cameron University and Rogers State University gave its final approval to begin construction of a living and learning center that will benefit college students attending Cameron.
The approval came during the board’s June meeting today in Lawton.
Called “Cameron Village,” the apartment-style facility will house 240 students and be constructed on the east side of University Drive, on unimproved land directly across from the CU Sciences Complex.  
CMSWillowbrook, the at-risk construction manager overseeing the project, has guaranteed a maximum cost of $10.35 million for actual construction of the facility.  This price includes the cost of work, site preparation, direct project management, a construction manager’s contingency fund and construction manager fees.
Five three-story housing units will be constructed adjacent to a learning facility.  The housing units are arranged in 2 or 4-bedroom suites in which students have their own bedrooms and share a kitchen and living area.  No more than two students will share a bathroom, in stark contrast to Cameron’s 35-year-old resident halls, where entire floors of students share a common restroom/shower facility.
A key component of Cameron Village is a learning facility that will house a seminar room, computer lab, 
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classroom and library, as well as a recreational/social areas for students and a residence for a faculty member and family. This learning center will be financed through a generous $1.25 million gift from the McMahon Foundation.
Earlier this spring, the Oklahoma Legislature authorized Cameron to sell revenue bonds to finance the construction of Cameron Village’s housing units.  Revenue generated from the project will retire the debt.
Proceeds from the sale of $9 million in revenue bonds, combined with the McMahon gift and slightly more than $2.9 million in existing, uncommitted student facilities fees, will cover the overall cost of the project, which is projected at slightly more than $11.8 million, including construction costs and architectural and design fees.
The project is yet another component in Cameron’s comprehensive plan to become the university of choice for students in Southwest Oklahoma and to provide the area with more college graduates, according to President Cindy Ross. 
Construction will begin this August, with a scheduled completion date of August 2005.
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