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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Oct. 16, 2007
CU professors to discuss ‘Grapes of Wrath’
Cameron University Library will host a panel discussion about John Steinbeck’s “The Grapes of Wrath” on Tuesday, Oct. 23 at 7 p.m. The panel which includes CU professors Suzanne Crawford, Jerry Dodd, and John Morris will discuss the book in relation to their respective disciplines:  history, agriculture, and English.  The event is part of a series of events known as The Big Read and is free and open to the public.
Cameron University’s library is a partner in The Big Read for the Lawton-Ft. Sill area.  The program is an initiative of the National Endowment for the Arts designed to restore reading to the center of American culture.  The Big Read brings together citizens from one community to read and discuss one book.

With the state of Oklahoma celebrating its centennial, the local Big Read committee selected the novel, “The Grapes of Wrath,” as the one book to be read for the initiative.  The book follows an Oklahoma family as they leave the Dust Bowl to migrate to California to find employment—only to find disappointment and displacement.
“Steinbeck’s Pulitzer Prize work provides a meaningful portrayal of important events in Oklahoma history,” CU Library Director Sherry Young said.
More than 60 activities have been planned to accompany the reading of this novel throughout the month of Oct.  The activities range from an exhibit at the Museum of the Great Plains to a theatrical reading at McMahan Auditorium, to book discussions at Lawton Public Library and Nye Library.  
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Editors and Broadcasters: For more information, contact Amber McNeil, Director of Media Relations, in the Office of Community Relations at 580.581.2611. 
