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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Sept. 9, 2004

CU-Duncan enrollment hits record high
Fall 2004 enrollment at Cameron University-Duncan has set an all-time high, university officials announced on Tuesday.
Information collected on the tenth day of classes – the official census day of the semester – showed that CU-Duncan registered a significant increase in enrollment this fall when compared with both the Fall 2003 and Spring 2004 semesters.  More than 400 students are enrolled in 2,766 hours of classes – a 16.5-percent increase over the record-high enrollment of last spring, and an estimated 40-percent increase from Fall 2003, according to Susan Camp, director of CU-Duncan.
This is good news for the local educational facility, which was known as the Duncan Higher Education Center until the Oklahoma Legislature, under the leadership of Rep. Jari Askins and Sen. Daisy Lawler and with the support of Gov. Brad Henry, approved a bill making it a branch campus of Cameron earlier this year.  University officials are preparing for a formal ceremony at 3 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 17, to mark the change.
The growth of the Duncan campus is just part of an overall increase in enrollment at Cameron this semester. Total enrollment is currently 5,779 students, which is 318 students – 5.8 percent – more than the Fall 2003 semester. In terms of FTE growth, it is an increase of 7.2 percent over the previous fall semester.
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FTE — “full-time equivalent” — is a standard used by the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education to more accurately compare enrollment at various colleges and universities, based on computing enrollment as if every one of a university’s students were enrolled full-time.  FTE plays an important role in determining the amount of funding a public university receives from the state.
Officials say 415 Cameron students – including some at the Duncan branch campus – are taking classes at the graduate level, which is an increase of 8.1 percent from a year ago. 
“We thank Mayor Al Hinshaw, the Duncan City Council and the citizens of the community for providing Cameron with an opportunity to increase its presence,” said President Cindy Ross. “This is a great partnership.”
Not only are there more students on Cameron’s Lawton and Duncan campuses, those students are also enrolling in more classes.  In all, the student body is enrolled in 61,235 hours of classes – an increase of nearly 4,100 hours, or 7.2 percent.
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