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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Jan. 28, 2005
‘Swing’ is the thing for Cameron debate squad

Although the Spring 2005 semester is barely underway, Cameron University’s speech and debate team is making the most of it with top showings at the West Texas A&M/University of Texas at El Paso Swing Speech Tournament last weekend.  
Cameron brought home third place individual event sweepstakes awards at both tournaments, as well as third place overall sweepstakes winners. The team placed in multiple categories during the event, many in the top three spots.
“A swing tournament is an opportunity for team members to participate in two tournaments in a single weekend,” said Tyler Thornton, CU’s speech and debate team coach.  

Cameron faced tough competition as the team competed against institutions, including the University of Oklahoma, the University of Texas at El Paso, Texas Tech University, the University of St. Thomas at Houston, West Texas A&M, Sul Ross State University, Arizona State University, the University of Texas and Northwood University. 

Zach Fort, a junior speech communication major from Mannford, won the outstanding overall competitor honor by winning the pentathlon on the West Texas A&M portion of the swing weekend, with Sarah Collins, a junior speech communications major from Lawton, taking second place. Fort and Collins partnered to bring home the second place parliamentary debate award.
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debate, ADD ONE
Collins captured the second place overall speaker award in debate, as well as second place in communication analysis, and fifth in informative speaking. Ford took second place in informative speaking and third in impromptu speaking.
Jonathan Hooks, a freshman speech communications major from Duncan, placed fifth in dramatic interpretation. 

At the second tournament of the swing weekend, the University of Texas at El Paso side, Collins placed third in persuasion and sixth place in communication analysis. Ford was able to capture second place in dramatic interpretation, fourth place in poetry interpretation and sixth place in a program of oral interpretations.

“Although the tournament was small, the competition was fierce,” Thornton said. “We were happy to place so many times against elite schools like the University of Texas and Arizona State University.”

Other CU squad members making the trip were Jennifer Adrian, Bethany Beck and Allegra Kephart, all of Lawton. 
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