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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Feb. 1, 2008
Cameron pioneers accountability program
Cameron University officials announced the University’s participation in College Portrait, a new tool to help prospective college students, their families and others compare public colleges and universities.  College Portrait is a product of the Voluntary System of Accountability (VSA) project, a partnership between the American Association of State Colleges and Universities (AASCU) and the National Association of State Universities and Land-Grant Colleges (NASULGC).
“We are proud to take a leadership role in this project in Oklahoma and demonstrate Cameron’s high standards of accountability and stewardship of our resources” said CU President Cindy Ross.  “College Portrait will provide potential students and the public with accessible and understandable information about Cameron and other public universities that enables them to make informed decisions.”
College Portrait is a five-page template designed to provide consistent, comparable and transparent information on the characteristics of institutions and students, cost of attendance, student engagement with the learning process, and core educational outcomes. The information is intended for students, families, policy-makers, campus faculty and staff, the general public, and other higher education stakeholders.
As a participant, Cameron will host College Portrait on its website, populating it with data in compliance with guidelines set forth by the VSA initiative.
The program’s data elements were identified based on input from student and family focus groups, feedback from the higher education community and higher education research.  The data elements are 
-more-

College Portrait, ADD ONE

divided into three sections: Student and Family Information, Student Experiences and Perceptions, and Student Learning Outcomes.

The VSA is a voluntary initiative for 4-year public colleges and universities designed to help institutions demonstrate accountability, measure educational outcomes to identify effective educational practices and assemble information that is accessible, understandable, and comparable.
Cameron’s Student and Family Information section will be available within three months with other sections being updated as the required data is compiled.  For more information about the VSA initiative and College Portrait, visit www.voluntarysystem.org . 
– ### –
PR# 08-016
Editors and Broadcasters: For more information, contact Amber McNeil, Director of Media Relations, in the Office of Community Relations at 580.581.2611. 
