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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, April 30, 2004

(NOTE: Student honorees are listed in the 3rd and 6th grafs, along with hometowns.)
Cameron McNair scholars recognized at banquet

Several seniors completing Cameron University’s Ronald E. McNair Post-Baccalaureate Achievement Program this academic year were recognized during an April 20 banquet in Lawton. 
The program, established and funded by the U.S. Department of Education to commemorate the achievements of Dr. Ronald E. McNair, encourages and prepares first-generation, low-income or traditionally underrepresented students in higher education for doctoral study. McNair, who was the second African American in space, died in the explosion of the space shuttle Challenger in 1986. 
Cameron seniors receiving certificates for their participation and achievements included Cecilia Barrett, a romance languages major from Panama City, Panama; psychology majors Cassandra Brenner and Brenda Kelle, both from Lawton, and Angela Carbajal from Buffalo, N.Y.,; multimedia design major Rosemarie Culhane from Lawton; Sofia Diaz Afshari a communications major from Lawton; criminal justice Lance Doherty from Duncan; Danielle Elam, a history major from Atlanta, Ga.; English major Nichole Hawkins from Lawton; Daniel Myers, a political science and business major from Lawton; and Melissa Williams, a political science and journalism major from Basseterre, Saint Kitts & Nevis.
Williams received the Outstanding Scholar Award for 2004.  This award is based upon such variables as grade point average, completion of a summer research internship, presentation of research at conferences and participation in McNair activities. 

Recipients of Summer 2004 internships were announced during the banquet. These scholars will participate in an eight-week internship working with a faculty mentor on research projects. These projects are usually presented at various research conferences throughout the year in either oral or poster format. Students receive a stipend and a six-hour tuition waiver for their participation. 
Scholars who will participate in this year’s internship program are Angela Carbajal, who will be mentored by assistant psychology professor Dr. John Geiger; Enock Faustin from Port-Au-Prince, Haiti, who will partner with assistant physical science professor Dr. Danny McGuire; Brenda Kelley, to be mentored by associate psychology professor Dr. Ralph Alexander; Luis Rivera-Rodriguez from Lawton, and Jenny Jackson from Frederick, both of whom will be mentored by associate business professor Dr. Suzanne Clinton; Jeanne Vann, who will work with associate English professor Dr. Margery Kingsley; and Adrian Chavez from Killeen, Texas, who will partner with assistant biology professor Dr. Mike Dunn. 
Cameron assistant journalism professor Dr. Gil Hernandez received the O’Keeffe Award, which is given to a faculty member who demonstrates strength of academic character and service as a role model, teacher, researcher, leader, mentor, advisor and scholar for McNair participants. Hernandez, who was Diaz’s faculty mentor, was the evening’s keynote speaker and discussed his experiences in graduate school.
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