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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Feb. 15, 2005
State Supreme Court Justice Steven Taylor to address Cameron’s 2005 graduating class  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Oklahoma State Supreme Court Justice Steven W. Taylor will deliver the commencement address to Cameron University’s Class of 2005, President Cindy Ross announced today.

The university’s annual graduation ceremony will take place at 10 a.m. Saturday, May 7, at Cameron Stadium in Lawton. The event is open to the public.

“Commencement is the culmination of any college student’s academic experience,” Ross said.  “I am very pleased that Cameron students, their families and friends will have an opportunity to celebrate that success by hearing from someone of Justice Taylor’s caliber and experience.”

Gov. Brad Henry appointed Taylor to the District No. 2 seat on the Oklahoma State Supreme Court in Sept. 2004 after more than two decades as a trial judge. “Judge Taylor will be a tremendous asset to the state Supreme Court and will make the people of Oklahoma proud,” said Gov. Henry when he announced Taylor’s appointment. “He is a man of exceptional experience, wisdom and skill. Throughout his career, he has proven himself as a man of the utmost integrity, fairness and judicial acumen.”
During his 20-year tenure as an associate district judge and district judge in Pittsburg County, Taylor presided over more than 500 jury trials, including the most notable trial in state history – the trial of Oklahoma City federal building bombing conspirator Terry Nichols.
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“Although Judge Taylor justifiably earned high praise for his handling of the high-profile trial, it is only one of thousands of cases in which the judge demonstrated even-handedness, judiciousness and consummate professionalism,” Henry said.
Taylor’s accomplishments are not limited to his work in the courtroom. Born in Henryetta and educated in McAlester, Taylor was a leader early on in life as he was elected student body President at McAlester High School. 
Taylor went on to attend Oklahoma State University, where he graduated with a bachelor’s degree in political science in 1971. During his tenure at OSU, he was named to the President’s Leadership and Scholarship Council, the Dean’s Honor Roll, the Blue Key Honor Society and Who’s Who in American Universities and Colleges. He also served as Student Senator, the Kappa Sigma Fraternity Treasurer, the Election Board Chairman, the chairman for the OSU Campus Chest United Way and as the Arts and Science College Student Council. 
In 1970, a year before his graduation, Taylor joined the Marine Corps, where he served as a reservist and in an active-duty capacity until 1978. During his tenure as a Marine, Taylor managed to continue his education, earning his Juris Doctorate from the University of Oklahoma College of Law in 1974. Ultimately earning the rank of major, Taylor served as an attorney with the Judge Advocate General’s office and later became the youngest judge in the U.S. Armed Forces. 
Following his active duty service in the Marines, Taylor practiced law privately until 1984. It was during his years in the private sector that Taylor became an active participant in the local politics of McAlester. In 1980, he was elected to the McAlester City Council and two-years later the citizens of McAlester made him the youngest Mayor in the town’s history. He was just 34. As a result of his active pursuit of excellence on behalf of his town, Taylor was named as one of three Outstanding Young Oklahomans in 1983.
In March 1984, Taylor was appointed Associate District Judge by Gov. George Nigh and then re-elected to serve in that capacity in 1986 and 1990. In 1991, Taylor was the first Associate District Judge ever to be elected President of the Oklahoma Judicial Conference. 
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Three years later Taylor was elected District Judge and Chief Judge of the 18th Judicial District, which includes Pittsburg and McIntosh counties. In 1997 and then again in 2003, he was elected Presiding Judge of the East Central Judicial Administrative District, which encompasses 10 counties. 

Throughout his remarkable career, Taylor has been honored with a variety of prestigious awards, including the 2003 “Award of Judicial Excellence” as the Outstanding Oklahoma Judge of the Year by the Oklahoma Bar Association, McAlester’s “Citizen of the Year” (1997) and “2003 Distinguished Alumnus” at OSU in 2003.
Taylor is a member of the Grand Avenue United Methodist Church in McAlester, the Rotary Club of McAlester and the McAlester Running Club. He serves on the Board of Directors of the Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation and the Oklahoma Heritage Association. He is also a member of the Oklahoma Bar Association and the Pittsburg County Bar Association. 

Justice Taylor’s wife, Mary, is a public school teacher. Their son, Wilson Harmon Taylor, is majoring in management at Oklahoma State University. 
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Editors and Broadcasters: For more information, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211. A high-quality color photo of Justice Taylor can be emailed to you at your request. 

