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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, June 23, 2004

Regents approve new endowments at Cameron
The Board of Regents for the University of Oklahoma, Cameron University and Rogers State University today approved the establishment of six new endowed lectureships designed to enhance everything from finance and investment to music and education at Cameron.
These lectureships raise the total number of endowments at CU to 43, more than any other regional university in Oklahoma.
"The importance of private donations cannot be overstated," said CU president Cindy Ross.  "These endowments will have a long-lasting, positive impact on the quality of instruction offered at Cameron and we are grateful to these donors who have made such a significant commitment to our students."
Joel Wilkinson of Duncan donated $25,000 to Cameron to create the Marguirete Wete Wilkinson Endowed Lectureship in Music as a memorial to his wife. Wilkinson was a Duncan community leader and Cameron alumna. As a student, she excelled at piano performance and participated in many concerts with the Cameron Swing Band.
Today Mr. Wilkinson is a community participant with the CU Jazz Ensemble and plays the trumpet. The endowment will provide funds to take Cameron’s music programs to venues throughout Southwest Oklahoma.

(over)

endowments, ADD ONE
BancFirst of Lawton currently provides a line-of-credit to fund Cameron’s annual investment portfolio class. Under the supervision of Dr. T.K. Bhattacharya, Professor of Business, the program provides CU students an opportunity to invest real dollars using proven theories and methods of finance and investment. 
To further enhance these efforts, BancFirst and the 2003-2004 investment portfolio class have made two donations of $12,500. These donations were matched by the McCasland Foundation to create two $25,000 endowments, the BancFirst Endowed Lectureship in Finance and the BancFirst Endowed Lectureship in Investment Funds.
Herb and Dorothy Carter, longtime supporters of Cameron, have donated $16,000 to establish the Herb and Dorothy Pittman Carter Endowed Lectureship in Education. This lectureship will promote and recognize outstanding education faculty. The McCasland Foundation matched with $12,500 to create a total gift of $28,500.
Buck and Dr. Irene Clements, alumni and longtime supporters of the university, are strong advocates for teacher education and early childhood education. The Buck and Irene Clements Endowed Lectureship in Early Childhood Education will promote excellence and research in early childhood development at CU. The Clements’ donation of $12,500 was matched by the McCasland Foundation for a total gift of $25,000.
Dr. Jimmy Stanton, a recently retired faculty member, and his wife Virgie also have a lengthy association with the university. Their commitment to Cameron and its students is known throughout the community. The Stantons have created an avenue to assist students well beyond the conclusion of full-time service through the creation of the Jimmy and Virgie Stanton Endowed Lectureship in Physical Sciences.
The Stantons’ donation of $12,500 has been matched by the McCasland Foundation to create a total gift of $25,000.
Cameron’s governing board recommended that each of these gifts receive matching funds through Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education Endowment Program.
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