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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Aug. 6, 2005

‘The Oklahoma Experience’ set to kick off 
A new reading and discussion series, entitled  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“The Oklahoma Experience: Looking for Home,” is set to begin at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 20, at the Center for Creative Living in Lawton. 
The novels featured in the series focus on the experiences of the Comanche Indians at Fort Sill Reservation, the Osage Indians in Northeastern Oklahoma, African Americans living in a bi-racial community in the 1930s. The series will also study Woody Guthrie’s classic 1943 novel Bound for Glory, which follows the plight of 100,000 Oklahomans who lost their homes during the Dustbowl of the 1930s.

Books, materials and services for this series are provided free of charge by “Let’s Talk About It, Oklahoma” through a grant from the Oklahoma Humanities Council and the National Endowment for the Humanities. 
The reading and discussion series was developed by the Oklahoma Library Association. Dr. Scherrey Cardwell, professor of English at CU and Program Director for the series, explained that a visiting scholar will make a 30-minute presentation about each of the books relating it to the overall theme. Small-group discussion will then follow the main presentation. At the end of these discussions, the entire group will come back together for a brief wrap-up session. 

The first reading will be The White Man’s Road by Benjamin Capps. This book will hold special interest for residents of the Lawton area because it is a western adventure story about the difficulties of Comanche life on the Fort Sill Reservation. The visiting scholar will be Dr. Roger Bromert, professor of history at Southwestern Oklahoma State University at Weatherford. 
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The second reading in the series, Sundown, is a semi-autobiographical novel by John Joseph Mathews, an Osage and Oklahoma native. Cardwell will lead this reading/discussion session, scheduled for Tuesday, Oct. 4. 

The third reading is Walking on Borrowed Land by William A. Owens on Tuesday, Oct. 18, and Dr. Lewis Parkhill, English professor at East Central University, will be the visiting scholar. The fourth and final reading is Guthrie’s Bound for Glory. This reading/discussion is scheduled for Tuesday, Nov. 1, with Dr. Lynn Musslewhite, emeritus professor of history at Cameron, as the scholar. All programs in the series begin at 6:30 p.m.

“I hope everyone will come and join in ‘The Oklahoma Experience,’” Cardwell said. “The program is free of charge and will offer all visitors a unique insight into the history and culture of our state.”

For additional information or to register, call the Center for Creative Living at 560.248.0471 or visit the center at 3501 SW. F Avenue in Lawton to pick up the first book.  
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