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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, May 23, 2006
Cameron University’s Open Doors summer program offers experiences for students
Cameron University’s Open Doors (Educational Talent Search) will host its annual summer program June 5-29.  
About 50 Lawton middle school-aged students are expected to participate in the program, which will be conducted Monday through Wednesday mornings with day-long field trips each Thursday.

“Open Doors works with about 725 Lawton Public School students during the school year, and this program is designed to help middle- to low-income students, who are potential first-generation college students, to achieve their academic and career goals through workshops, campus visits and counseling sessions,” said Cheryl Dorris, Director of Open Doors/Upward Bound. “Open Doors works with students in four areas:  academic preparation, career development, postsecondary planning and personal development.”
In keeping with the university’s Festival VI: CU in Good Health, summer program will carry the theme “Open Doors Fit Club.” Students will learn how to keep themselves physically, mentally, socially and academically fit.  
“They will attend classes in academic improvement, etiquette, nutrition, hygiene and other related topics,” Dorris said. “In addition to class time, members of the ‘Open Doors Fit Club’ will swim, bowl and golf.”
Participants will also enjoy many field trips throughout the month. Students will tour Comanche Memorial Hospital, attend Lawton Community Theatre’s presentation of Fiddler on the Roof, visit Oklahoma’s new historical museum, brave a ropes course, and visit the Oklahoma Aquarium.  

(over)

Open Doors, ADD ONE
Funded under Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965, Educational Talent Search is one of the TRIO family of programs established to provide educational opportunity for all Americans regardless of race, ethnic background, or economic circumstances.

Cameron hosts three other TRIO programs: McNair Scholars, Student Support Services and Upward Bound. The four Cameron University TRIO programs contribute approximately $1.4 million annually to promote educational opportunity in Southwest Oklahoma. One hundred percent of the total costs of the Open Doors program is financed with funding from the federal Department of Education.

Additional information about the Open Doors summer program can be obtained by contacting Dorris, at 580.581.5582 or cheryld@cameron.edu.
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