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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, April 8, 2008

Eileen Collins to deliver Cameron’s 2008 commencement address 
Cameron’s 2008 commencement ceremony will feature one of America’s most admired women to deliver the commencement address.  The first woman to pilot and command an American spacecraft, astronaut Eileen Collins, will share her inspiring life of adventure, leadership, and achievement with graduates.  
The university’s annual commencement ceremony will honor approximately 900 graduates this year.  The event is set to take place at 7:30 p.m. Friday, May 9, at Cameron Stadium in Lawton. The public is invited to attend.   Highlights include a new commencement stage and a vibrant fireworks display at the conclusion of the ceremony.
Collins entered the Air Force Undergraduate Pilot Training Program in 1978, the same year that NASA opened the shuttle program to women and selected its very first class of female astronauts.  Collins achieved her dream of becoming an astronaut in July 1991. 
She flew on her first shuttle mission, STS-63 Discovery, in February 1995, as the first woman ever to pilot a space shuttle. She also served as pilot on her second shuttle mission, STS-84 Atlantis, in May 1997. In July 1999, she achieved another milestone by becoming the first woman ever to command a shuttle mission, STS-93 Columbia. In July 2005, she flew her final NASA mission as commander of STS-114 Discovery, the historic “Return to Flight” mission that was NASA’s first 
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manned flight following the February 2003 loss of the shuttle Columbia. Over the course of her four shuttle flights, she logged over 872 hours in space. 

Her many medals, awards, and honors include a Defense Superior Service Medal, Distinguished Flying Cross, Defense Meritorious Service Medal, French Legion of Honor, NASA Outstanding Leadership Medal, the 2005 Al Neuharth Free Spirit of the Year Award, and the National Space Trophy in March 2006. She retired from the U.S. Air Force as a colonel in January 2005. 
Prior to the Commencement ceremony, Cameron will host the Hooding Ceremony, an honored tradition recognizing students earning master’s degrees.  The Hooding Ceremony will be held in the University Theatre at 5 p.m.  Dr. Glen D. Johnson, the Chancellor for the Oklahoma State System of Education, will be the featured speaker.  

Johnson is the leader of Oklahoma’s 25 state colleges and universities, ten constituent agencies, one higher education center and independent colleges and universities coordinated with the state system.  His distinguished career in service of higher education includes serving as the 16th president of Southeastern Oklahoma State University in Durant, the Director of Public Policy and a professor of law at The University of Oklahoma, and as a member of the Oklahoma House of Representatives from 1982 to 1996 and Speaker of the House from 1990 to 1996. 
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